




















Sports Spotlight 
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Year 8 squad in the 

latest 9-a-side 

Warrington schools 

rugby tournament 

2/2 wins!

YEAR 8 CHAMPIONS!! 18-16 winners in the final of the Warrington schools' 

9-a-side competition against a very strong Kings team. Well done to all

boys involved! 

YEAR 10 CHAMPIONS!! 24-16 winners v Cardinal Newman CHS in a hard fought 

Warrington schools' 9-a-side final. Huge congratulations to all the pupils.
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Sports Spotlight 

Incredible performances from our 

athletes in Warrington Town Sports Competition. Girls overall 2nd 

place, Boys overall lst place and total overall small schools winners! 

YEAR 9 WINNERS! 38-0 winners v G.Sankey in the final of the Warrington 

Schools 13-a-side rugby competition. Huge well done to all pupils involved. 
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‘Annie’ was the musical that Penketh’s
music and drama departments chose to
put on this year.

About ‘Annie’ 
The book and score for ‘Annie Jr’ was
written by Thomas Meehan. It’s based on
the famous musical ‘Annie’ that he also
helped create. The musical was inspired
by a comic strip called Little Orphan
Annie, which came from an old poem.
The show first came out on Broadway in
1977 and was a big hit, winning seven
Tony Awards. Some of the most popular
songs from Annie are “Tomorrow” and
“It’s the Hard Knock Life.”

The book (which means the story, words
spoken by the actors and the lyrics that 
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would be sung for the songs in the
musical) has a run time of around an
hour. This is a bit less than the version
that professional drama groups would
put on and there are some adjustments
including to the songs to make them
easier for school age pupils to sing.

Plot Synopsis
For those who did not see our amazing
show,  Annie is a young girl living in New
York City in the 1930s. She was left at an
orphanage when she was a baby, and
now she lives there with other girls. The
orphanage is run by a mean lady called
Miss Hannigan, who is really horrible to
the children. But Annie is brave and
always hopeful. She dreams of finding her
real parents one day.
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Penketh High pupils in the cast of Annie

We chose to visit rehearsals and interview
some of the cast to get their opinion on
‘Annie’ 

One day, something amazing happens!
Annie gets picked to spend Christmas
with a rich man named Mr. Warbucks. His
house is huge and fancy, and Annie gets to
see what it’s like to live a life full of fun and
comfort. Even though she enjoys her time
there, she still wants to find her real family.
With her kind heart and positive attitude,
Annie shows everyone that there’s always
hope for a better ‘tomorrow’.

Everyone who we interviewed was very positive about the whole experience and they
really loved their time in rehearsals.

Interviews with the cast: 
Martha (Year 7) 
Who is your character? - Mrs Pugh  
What character did you audition for? – Mrs Hannigan  
What do you like about the play? – I like the comedy in the play and all the songs! I also
like to see the lighting like the spotlights on the stage for example and the different
lights and spotlights on the characters.  
What inspired you to join the play? – I want to be an actress and comedian when I am
older!  
What is your favourite song or dance from the play? – my favourite one, is `I think I am
going to like it here!’ because I get to do a different dance with the main servants as
well.  
Extra: 
I think all the hard work will pay off on the night and that everyone feels really included
during the dances even if you are not necessarily the main character!  



Interviews with the cast continued: 

Siena (YEAR 7) 
Who is your character? – A member of the ensemble 
Who did you audition for? – Ensemble 
What do you like about the play? – I like the dances in the play because we have worked
hard on them and persevered until the end. 
What inspired you to join the play? – I really like singing and acting with others! 
 
Charlotte  (YEAR 7)  
Who is your character? – Duffy  
Who did you audition for? – Tessie  
What is your favourite song or dance? – my favourite, is `You’re never fully dressed
without a smile!’  
Was it a good or bad experience whilst rehearsing for the play? -   Oh it was a good
experience because we got to learn all the dances! 
What inspired you to join the play? – probably primary school, because we did many
plays in primary! 
What is your favourite part of the play? – all the acting!  
What did you like about the play? – EVERYTHING!! 
  
Inaaya  (YEAR 7) 
Who is your character? - Orphan and Ensemble 
What is your favourite song or dance? - my favourite is ‘Easy Street’. 
Was it a good or bad experience whilst rehearsing for the play? – “I really liked the play
because I think it has a lot of energy and there is a lot of work put into it.” 

Not only did the pupils really love taking part in it but the staff did too. All school
productions need a huge number of people to help make them run smoothly, but they
need staff to direct them and organise the whole thing. 

Mrs Dean, our Head of Drama explained that they chose Annie, even though it might not
have been everyone’s first choice because it had not been done here before and she
knew it quite well. She explained “We wanted to do our own version and there are lots of
opportunities to make it a true ensemble show. We loved it because we made it our own!”

It was an ensemble cast,
where many actors and
characters are equally

important and where the
ensemble cast have an
important role in many

numbers.
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By Yr7 & Yr8 Pu

Throughout the day, we planned, designed and produced a way to transport ping pong
balls (representing waste) into a “safe zone” whilst minimising “contamination”.Sellafield
wanted us to design a contraption to move the waste out of the “pond”. We also got the
chance to experience a robotic dog and VR, which are now more commonly used in STEM
jobs, broadening our world of work. After we had completed our project, we were tasted to
present and talk through our processes and ideas in front of our form. During this, we
explained and gave a detailed description of our 3project ideas and why we chose the one
we decided on, giving pros and cons of each.​

On Thursday 10th July, James Mercer (who is an ex-
student of Penketh High School) came in from Sellafield
- a company which used to be a nuclear power station
known as Windscale and nuclear site, but since 2022
has been involved in the decommissioning and
processing of the nuclear waste left over from it’s
earlier days. James explained that it is supposed to take
100 years to fully decommission the site properlyWith
the help of Mr Musgrove, they both organised this day to
provide us with an amazing opportunity; whilst
enriching our engineering skills and developing our dual
curriculum skills that we would require in the workplace.
By spending the day in form working in teams of six,
they could advance in further expanding their skill set;
including the additional Friday if they fully applied
themselves.​

James started the day off by giving us some
information about Sellafield and the types of
jobs that they do there. He had a ‘helper’ in the
audience  - can you spot who it was?
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Once in our form groups

(we were located in

Pankhurst for the day)

we followed the

instructions and started

designing our ‘machine’

prototype for safely

moving nuclear waste (a

ping-pong ball in this

acticity). There were a

range of designs, and

some really were

inventive.

You can see a range of

different designs in different

stage here. The groups loved

the ingenuity of it all and the

chance to work in a practical

way.
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By Yr7 & Yr8 Pu

In between the sessions in our form we were ab
go back to the drama centre and see the display
equipment that James brought here. We were a

have a go at controlling the robot dog and also
the gloves in the sealed unit to allow us to exper

what 

In between the sessions in our form we were able
to go back to the drama centre and see the
displays and equipment that James brought here.
We were able to have a go at controlling the robot
dog and also use the gloves in the sealed unit to
allow us to experience what handle radioactive 

material. 
After we gave our presentations  some
of us nominated to go through to the
next day where there were three
groups. We had a similar activity but
had to make it out of better materials, 

We were using wood
and circuit boards
and  had to create an
actual working
model of the idea
that we had. It was
quite challenging
but some groups
really did “impress”
James.



Year 10 pupils were invited by the English
Department to attend an education
enhancing trip to Llandudno to the Cymru
Theatre, the beach and a journey on a tram up
the Great Orme. 

On Thursday 15th May, at 8:45, over 110 Year 10
pupils set off on a trip to Llandudno to watch a
theatre production of a play they are studying
in English: ‘An Inspector Calls’ by JB Priestley.

Pupils were allowed to wear their own clothes,
however they HAD to wear a  school lanyard
throughout their visit for their safety and
identification purposes. The pupils and staff
from the English Department (Miss Bradshaw,
Mrs Mollat,  Miss Lowe and Miss Grant) set off
on an hour and a half long coach journey out
of Warrington and along the North Wales
coast to Llandudno. 

The weather remained fine and sunny and  
upon arrival they were split up into 3 groups.
Each group enjoyed a tram ride up the Great
Orme (a large hill or small mountain that is a
recogniseable landmark of Llandudno). 
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The tram up and
down the Orme
took around  forty
five minutes and
at the the little
station at the top
the pupils
enjoyed some
time exploring
the breezy
headland

When they had all returned off the tram to
the bottom, the pupils spent around 45
minutes enjoying the area’s local beach and
then went off to take a short break eating
lunch on the pier, in which many of the
students indulged in a tasty treat: donuts
and even a few portions of fish and chips for
some!



After lunch and an exploration of the beach
and the pier, finally the group arrived at the
cool and prestigious Llandudno Theatre
Cymru. Once inside, the group were sat in
their allocated seats. With such a large
number the pupils were in several areas of the
theatre, but all were seated in the stalls. (The
seats on the stage level, not upstairs on.
higher level.) Some, including Mrs Bradshaw
were sat right near the front  and those on the
front row had a great view of the stage and
the actors.

lThe English Department’s main goal of this
trip was to enrich the students’ learning
experience by watching this dramatic
interpretation of the performance, whilst
deepening their understanding of the story
that Year 10 study and its underlying themes. 

The theatre itself was packed with a large
audience, contributing to the lively and
exciting atmosphere for those present. The
students sat together in stalls, observing the
stage’s impressive elaborate set designs and
the effective staging techniques that
capturedthe audience's attention. By the end,
the visit to the theatre hooked the spectators
collectively, and ultimately provided both an
educational opportunity and an enjoying
theatrical experience for all.

The play had a stage that featured an
impressive model of a house that opens up to
reveal the family that the play is about: the
Birlings. The story is set before World War I
but was written by JB Priestley at the end of
World War II.

Mrs Mollat, teacher in charge of Key Stage 4
English explained that “We took students to  

see An Inspector Calls, a play central to their
English curriculum. Seeing the production
brought the text to life, deepening their
understanding of its dramatic tension,
character development, and themes of
responsibility and social justice.”

She also added that “A Live performance
helped reinforce key learning points in a
memorable and thought-provoking way.”

She explained that “Alongside the theatre
visit, we explored Llandudno, giving students
a chance to experience its rich history and
stunning seaside landscape. It was a
fantastic opportunity to connect classroom
learning with real-world experiences, while
also fostering curiosity, independence, and
shared memories beyond school walls.”

The pretty seaside town of Llandudno

The inside of the Theatre Cymru

The play is about the Birling family, who are
part of the upper middle class and quite
self-aware of their social status. One
evening, they receive an unexpected visit
from an Inspector. He tells them that a
young woman named Eva Smith has taken
her own life. As the story unfolds, it becomes
clear that each member of the family played
a part in what led to her death. The father,
Mr. Birling, had fired her after she went on
strike. Later, Sheila (his daughter) also got
Eva dismissed from another job. Until by the
end of the play each member of the family’s
behaviour is exposed. 

The Year 10 pupils interviewed really enjoyed
the day and thought that it brought the play
to life!
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All images by Lily Yr10 & Mrs Mollat, except inside
theatre from promotional literature.
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CREATIVE CORNER RATE & REVIEW
Every edition in this section we aim to review a
film or a novel, series or some other text from all
the amazing stories out there, so that you have
some ideas about what to watch or read. 

BOOK REVIEW
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We hope to bring you one or two creative pieces
in this part of the Pupil Press - a window on the
world of our creative minds - somewhere to
showcase the amazing creative talents that we
have in school.
This edition, we have the opening of a short
story written by a Yr7 pupil - Fearne.

By Ferne Yr7 Pupil Press

‘Escape’ 
 I plugged in my earphones as one of my carers
shut off  the lights. Tomorrow would mark 8
years since I was put here: Greenbow
Community Centre, or as I call it: Dirty Old
Home. Oh, how my life had changed since the
news of the car crash spread. But I’m happy
now. I’ve found my people, I’ve found my
hobby, and most importantly: I’ve found my
amazing life. 

I looked over at my shared nightstand, my
alarm clock marked 20:01, not that I know that
it’s actually right. It has been years since I last
saw the outside world, and even that was a
misery. My time here is nothing different to the
ordinary idea of freedom, but to me it’s
extraordinary – extraordinary for being the
worst place you could ever be in.  

“Paige, Paige!” I turned over; it was my best
friend Holly from the other bunkbed. She first
joined only a week after me, after being
disowned and found in a forest all alone, bereft
and hungry. Her past is heartbreaking for a
sweet 12-year-old who wouldn’t even hurt a fly. 
“Nnn-yeah?” I answered. 
“I keep hearing a voi--” 
 Holly was suddenly interrupted; a boy, about 7 

‘Truly, Devious’
by Maureen Johnson 

This book is about a private school in Vermont
for the best and brightest students around
named Ellingham Academy. When Ellingham’s
wife and daughter (as well as one of the
students) were kidnapped in 1936, the only clue
was a mocking riddle listing method of murder,
signed “Truly, Devious”. The disappearances
became one of the greatest unsolved crimes in
history. 
Many years later, a true-crime obsessed girl,
named Stevie Bell, is set to begin her first year
at the academy, and she is determined to solve
the case. But, she can only do so when she gets
to grips with her new school life and
housemates: the inventor, the novelist, the
actor, the artist and the jokester.   Then, Truly
Devious makes a surprise return. The past has
repeated itself and someone has got away with
murder. (Continued on the next page)

Truly Devious is the first novel in a young adult
murder-mystery trilogy, wrote by bestselling
author Maureen Johnson in 2018. The other
books in the series are “The Vanishing Stair”
(2019) and “The Hand On The Wall” (2020)



or 8 came dashing down the halls and
appeared at our door, screaming and crying l
like he’d just seen the face of death, his eyes
empty and soulless and his hair dishevelled
and unkempt. I had never seen him before,
until now, but whatever he was crying for – my
heart went out. I know how it feels to be new
and lonely. And that makes it sound like you’re
only lonely when you’re new, but that’s not
true. I still have workers monitoring me all day,
but I have not stopped feeling lonely. Which is
what happens to everyone, I guess, when they
first arrive. Holly has it worse than the majority
of us though, there are workers still  
supervising her, no matter what – which in my
opinion is too much. 
“Holly; it’s fine.” I turned over. 

All at once, a massive swarm of workers came
racing after the young boy, who was screaming
loudly at this point. He was roughly shoved into
the detention room for isolation so he doesn’t
encourage the majority of us into being
‘dangerously disruptive’ too, but I reckon that
he did nothing but act as a child. 
 
The next day, me and my friends: Holly, Zara,
Chloe, Abigail and Emily were discussing the
boy. It turns out that Abigail’s bunk is right by
the isolation room, and all night she had heard
muffled shouts coming from it.  

We decided it was time to investigate. And so,
at 9AM on the dot, Emily distracted the
cafeteria worker by spilling her gruel-looking
sort of ‘food’, if I can even call it that. Workers
were pulled right, left and centre for backup
on the spill and the chaos that caused, so
when the dormitory was empty with just us in,
we snuck into the isolation room.  

It was like the stories we’ve all heard of a
prison; but at least 10 times worse. 

The room was long with two beds on opposite
walls, the same walls that were torn and
stripped of wallpaper, like a cry for help.
Spiderwebs inhabited each corner with pride
and dirt was everywhere. Furniture was
collapsed and what looked like a window was
smashed in anger. 

O-Oh my god.” Chloe whispered, trying not to

  ‘ESCAPE’ continued...

 get the attention of the guards. 

“Language, Chlo!!” Zara exclaimed, but then in
the corner of my eye, I saw workers racing
everywhere. 

“Damn- I forgot the storage room was next to
here.” 

“Chloe…” we all replied. 

“Quick!!” I slammed the door shut. 

“Now what are we going to do? I swear every
time we take you some place you either get us
caught or lock us in a flipping isolation room.”
Zara said argumentatively. 

“G-guys. Wait, we’re not dead yet. What’s that
on the door?” I saw a small, folded up piece of
paper, taped behind where the door would
open. 

Holly ran up and grabbed it, leaving a tiny bit of
tape behind. The sheet read: “ESCAPE PLAN”
and then had a diagram of the building, along
with a dotted line of what my guess was the
‘escape’. ...

‘TRULY DEVIOUS’ review continued...

Some reviews of this book include: 
“I LOVED THIS BOOK. If you need a new YA
mystery novel, this is the one for you! Truly
Devious totally took me by surprise. I had no
idea I would love this book as much as I did!” 

“This was my first YA murder mystery. I will
definitely be reading more.” 

“Oh I love Stevie Bell and her brain. This
mystery was great and I was not only invested
but also trying to guess who could have been
truly devious all those years ago. Let me tell
you I was wrong about everything and almost
every page had a little gasp moment.” 

“This book is incredible. I loved the twists and
turns that take the book to the next level. IT IS
AMAZING! 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM: TIES:​
Many feel that uniforms can play a crucial
role in improving students’ focus on their
education. 

When students wear uniforms, they are less
distracted by their clothing and more likely to
concentrate on their studies. Research
indicates that schools with uniform policies
report a 5 to 10% improvement in academic
performance. However, they should NOT be a
disturbance in education- most students
agree they are uncomfortable with their
current ties. In addition, me and my peers
agree they do not serve their purpose as
some, in particular, Year 11’s look extremely
untidy, possibly after being worn for a whole
5 years for 190 days each year.
 
Things to consider: 
We could add tie sizes - a couple
bigger/smaller just to ensure students still
match with their uniform size and look
presentable at the same time. 

We could also think about looking to use  old
style traditional ties- where you need to tie
them yourselves instead of velcro being used
to fasten them. Although you might take
longer in the morning, it would mean you are
able to change the size yourselves while
giving you a life skill at the same time! (Many
of us might end up in a job where we need to
wear one)
By Kate, Yr7 

 Mason, Year 8

On June 4th Sam Thompson (Sam Thompson
is 32 years old, an English tv star of the show
Made In Chelsea and was born in London)
recently was a part of a fund raiser called
Soccer Aid for UNICEF. On this fund raiser he
travelled 260 miles from Stamford Bridge in
London all the way to Old Trafford in
Manchester and with this he raised over
2million pounds for UNICEF. At one point of his
mission, he even went through Warrington.
  
Sam did this challenge to inspire and make
sure children across the world could grow up
safely, be healthy and are able to play. On the
matter Sam said: “To everyone who has
donated, I’ve said it before, but I’ll say it a
million times, you are so heroic. This money
will help so many children!”  

On the mission Sam from the 2 to the 6 of
June, he had a lone 5 days of walking, cycling
AND running 260 miles. Apart from the fund
raiser the other mission was to deliver a Match
Ball to the finish line in MK Dons’ Stadium in
Milton Keynes. 

Now, this does not seem controversial, but.
what has been to some  is the idea that Sam is
not afraid to show emotion. He does not seem
afraid of having others judge him for being a
man in tune with his emotions.

When he was on his Match Ball Mission he
became quite emotional at several times.
Once when his best mate Pete Wicks in the
crowds supporting him. The other brave
admission was the fact that Sam did not feel
that he was good enough. He was worried he
would not rise to the challenge and said “I’m
not the guy”. It is pretty clear that he WAS the
guy and he did a great thing! 

SAM THOMPSON SOCCER AID 



GirlFest was an event that came out of
Mrs Bradshaw’s EmpowerHer
enrichment that we profiled in our first
issue.

This month, a day long activity was
planned to celebrate being female.

What was the point of Penketh High
GirlFest 2025 ? 
One of our Year 10s explained “Girls
should realise that they should not be
thought of as stereotypical – girls
should realise the fact that they can  do
anything, despite what anyone says.”

In the day we learnt about a range of
things that are relevant to being a
modern woman in the 21  century,
including self defence, where we were
taught about how to DEFEND
OURSELVES. It wasn’t all aggression
though as the first thing we were
taught to do was to WALK AWAY and
get ourselves out of the situation.

st

We also learnt about several other
women’s issues including famous
women such as HARRIET TUBMAN who
have stood strong for their rights and
also about the issue of abortion. 
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GIRLFEST 2025

I believe that learning about the
hardships and history of women’s rights
and how women were treated creates a
sense of understanding and a
community, yes, women support
women, but so can men.

We learned about many women who
shaped the world including two
extraordinary individuals: Emmeline
Pankhurst – the woman who got voting
rights for women in the UK showing a
great sense of determination and
perseverance in her course and Rosa
Parks – the woman with a heart of a
lion; brave strong and courageous –
standing up for what’s right in a time of
segregation and racism against
different skin colours other than white. 

She knew the danger of not giving up
her seat for a white individual, she knew
she could get arrested but her defiance
sparked inspiration throughout the
world causing the Montgomery bus
boycott – one of the most persistent
blockades ever and she even inspired
one of the greatest speakers
campaigners, Dr Martin Luther King
Junior, with her act of bravery. They
were just women trying to live in an 
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unjust society, yet they refused to stay
silent and rebelled. Think about it, if
Rosa Parks just followed the rules would
Martin Luther still have the courage to
create a civil rights movement? If
Emmeline Pankhurst and the
suffragettes never roared against
women’s rights to vote, how much
longer would women live for without
voting? 

By Dua Yr9

 

Staff and students worked hard to
organise the programme of events for
Penketh’s GirlFest 2025.

There was a self defence class and
several talks and presentations about
issues that may impact and effect a
woman's life. 

During lunch between 12 and 1 outside
Riley there was a bake sale which pupils
were encouraged to buy from and so
help raise some money for Women’s Aid!

Each activity and the whole day was
focused on encouraging women to
support women and to think about  
celebrating the support that women
can offer other women.



COLLEGE TRIPS 2025
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 YR10  GO TO COLLEGE
Each year, Year 10 get the chance to attend some exciting Taster days

at local colleges. This allows our pupils to get a proper idea of what
the colleges are like and what courses they have on offer.

On Thursday the 26th June Year 10
assembled in the canteen and waited to
get on the buses to Cronton Sixth Form
College.
We arrived and were seated in a big
colourful marquee. Free lanyards and
breakfast bars and an introduction to the
college was great and then we were
divided into the groups for the our first
taster sessions. 
There was a range of lessons on offer and
the choice of subjects were both academic
and more practical hands on courses.
Some of these courses like hairdressing
were usually taught at the Riverside
campus, but we all had a chance to do a
hands on activity - if you chose
hairdressing you had to put the
hairdressing model  hair(it was made with
real hair)into a chignon - which we were
taught is French for low bun. There were
other practical hands on courses,
plumbing where we had to plumb together
a range of pipes, media make up, where we
got to design an ombre background with
some stencil work on the top, and
engineering and motor maintenance.  Each 

of these subjects had tasks to demonstrate
the type of hands on learning that would go
on if you chose that course and gave a
good idea of the types of activities you
would be doing.
We also had a chance to sign up for the
academic courses too, and we saw a range
of A level subjects, such as Law, English,
Media and Film, the sciences, and History
and Geography. 
We got a great introduction to all the range
of courses that they run: A levels, vocational
courses, such as Animal Management and
Animal Care and enjoyed going in to see the
animals that they have on site, such as the
rabbits, guinea pigs and the snakes.
We also got some great lunch from the
pizza van and a Starbucks. We were able to
sit outside on the benches for lunch too.

On Tuesday 8  July Year 10 had a different
college to attend. Buses came to take us to

Warrington Vale Royal College this week.

th

We were the first to arrive and were given
seats in their huge cafeteria area. we took
over about a third of the space and soon
Yr10s from Padgate HIgh and Hope
Academy arrived. We were then split up in
our chosen taster sessions and the tutor
collected us and took us to their
department areas. Again there was a great
range of subjects and we got to see all of
the different blocks and their specialisms.

Cronton Sixth Form College outside seating area

Warrington Vale Royal Art Dept.
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Again we got a good look at the college and
the different subjects that we could study
there. Each group of about 10 - 15 pupils got
some information about the course that
was run and also a chance to do a little
activity based around the activities you
might have to do if you were on that course. 

Some of the courses are very different to
the things that we have studied at school
and just like Cronton have a much more
hands on practical element, such as Motor
Vehicle Maintenance and Repair, Plumbing,
Electrical Installation and Carpentry.
Health and Social Care, Culinary Skills are
more like some of the subjects some of us
have chosen for our GCSEs but they were
really hands on and we tried a range of
activiies, such as icing cakes and thinking
about our mental health. We also got to
use a range of different computers, so for
the Creative Media we were taken to their
classroom with a top of the range Apple  

computers. We were talked through the
logon process and there were some files
for us to use to help design some fonts and
we were given some details about the
elements of the courses, such as the
graphic design element.

For all our activities we were in small  
groups with a range of pupils from the two
other schools which gave us a good idea
what it would be like when we start college.
We also got another lunch provided; again
we had pizza or there was a choice of
chicken burger and chips.

We had the chance to go on the Xbox or try
our penalty shoot out skills at lunch and we
enjoyed the free time and the chance to
see a college and see where we might
choose to go to and what we could choose
to study.

by Yr 10 pupils

Pupils (above) in a small group taster session of the Health & Social Care course. They
were considering the importance of mental health and the importance of how to discuss

mental health sensitively.
Below is the taster session of the Graphic Design element of the Creative Media courses.
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Enrichments - Boys Aloud 
By Mason - Yr8
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Boys Aloud

Boys aloud is one of the many enrichments Penketh offers. The enrichment was created by
the music teacher Mr Mughal and was centred around singing for boys. When asked about
why he made the enrichment and why it is just for boys he answered with “To break the
stigma around boys singing.”

Boys singing
Mr Mughal’s answer ties into many reports done about boys not singing. In 2007 a report
was published about this subject. In the report a range of boys were interviewed and when
asked about why they do not want to join a choir, many said ‘it’s unnatural’ and they
regarded choristers (those who are members of a choir) as ‘weird’. Other common responses
were that there were ‘too many girls than boys’ and that ‘people will judge’ them. With this
you can see why Mr Mughal made the enrichment as it has and will encourage boys to sing
just like it was intended to. Statistically it was found that boys tend to not join a choir, but
singing in a band is cool and singing solo or singing along to ipods is seen as cool, but when it
comes to singing in choir boys are “scared of being seen” and they “don’’t want to sound like
girls”. Also it was found that boys dropped out of singing when criticised by girls as they must
have felt quite self conscious. Girls do tend to outnumber boys in choirs and in 2014 a
campaign called “Boys Keep Singing” was created which encouraged boys to sing and was
even funded by the government. It was found that “stronger boys choirs happen” when there
is: “Support and encouragement of a committed and gifted teacher” and when boys can sing
without “embarrassment”

About Boys Aloud
When Mr Mughal was interviewed he explained that he “was bullied in high school for being
the only boy who sang in Year 7” and then he explained how things changed the year after 
“But by year 8 we started up a vocals group consisting of just boys (called 'Boys Choir') which
later become 'Boys Aloud'”

Interview with Mr Mughal

We asked Mr Mughal some key questions and you can read them below.

1.What does 'boys aloud' mean and why did you choose that name?
It's a vocals group, 'boys aloud' is encouraging boys to sing 'aloud' and not be shy.

2.Why did you create the enrichment?
To break the stigma around boys singing. I was bullied in high school for being the only boy
who sang in year 7 but by year 8 we started up a vocals group consisting of just boys (called
'Boys Choir' which later become 'Boys Aloud')

3.Do you think 'boys aloud' has helped boys sing more/give them more confidence?
Yes I do believe this is the case! It has always been my motive!

4.What songs are you currently practicing?
Benson Boone 'Beautiful things', Everybody wants to rule the world, Callum Beatie 'Man
behind the sun'.

5.Why did you make it just for boys?
My response would be similar to answer no. 2 about breaking stigma around boys singing.
It's to help build confidence and encourage people to step out of their comfort zones and not
be afraid to express themselves.

6. Is there anything else you think it is important for me to report about your enrichment in
my article?
Pupils are always welcome to join and express their creative side with us - Mondays Period 6
in E18 - if they are interested please come speak to the music department!
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Rubik’s Cube enrichment 

Enrichments - Rubik’s Cube
By Esmai - Yr8
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The aim of this enrichment is to teach students
how to solve a cube using the beginner’s method
by going through one step per week. This is
modified to suit each group. So far, 1-2 people
have fully learnt to solve a Rubik’s cube each
term, which is better than first expected. 
When the enrichment sign-up goes live at the
start of the term/end of previous term, the
enrichment is capped at 14 spaces because if
there is any more, it can be quite difficult for
Miss Heyes to help everyone. 

In this enrichment, students learn tips and tricks to
help you work towards solving a Rubik’s cube. This
is the only enrichment run by a TA (Miss Heyes) in
the entire school. She chose to teach how to solve
a Rubik’s cube rather than anything else as she
learnt at an “early age to do the Rubik’s Cube so
really wanted to help others achieve the same” as
she really felt a “great sense of achievement” when
she finally did it.
It takes place in P08, one of the history
classrooms. Also, if one student already knows
how to solve a Rubik’s cube, they can choose
whether they would like to help others or learn a
different method.  

Some opinions from the students include: 
‘Its very enjoyable to do and it is a peaceful place
to learn’ 

‘It’s the best enrichment because everyone helps
me progress and learn’ 

‘Favourite enrichment out of them all!’ 

If multiple students are struggling with the same
step, Miss Heyes will either demonstrate how to
do it at the front of the class, or play a video
showing the method. If just one student is finding
it difficult she will sit with them and encourage
them as they attempt to solve it.

Mr Mughal is clearly a
keen and supportive

teacher and has had a
really dedicated and
regular turn out for

boys choir.

You can see them here
in their practice

sessions which take
place in P6 enrichment
and in other rehearsal
sessions when needed.

The lads love being
“part of something and

learning the songs”.
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Each term we hope to interview a key member of staff at school. For our third issue,

selected members of the Pupil Press team sat down with a key member of our school staff:

Mr Farrar, our Vice Principle in charge of Curriculum.

Here’s what he had to say:
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STAFF INTERVIEW

Pupil Press interview with Mr Farrar 
 

What are the important goals of being a Deputy Head?  
Mr Farrar explained that there are two deputy heads, he is “in charge of the curriculum side” and
his “goals are to make sure the curriculum is good and balanced” and to make sure that each
“set of qualifications is delivered appropriately”. 

 
Why is perseverance important? 
“Because when anyone tries something new sometimes failure happens and if you always give
up you will never try anything new. In terms of lessons you need to persevere in lessons to
achieve well.”
   
What Improvements could you make to our school? 
 “Well – we are currently undergoing some exciting plans for school  – the building is already
being looked at, so I would like to improve the choice of subjects that people can do for those
who find in-class working difficult.” He said he would like to ensure people can do more practical
subjects if they want. 
 
What motivates you in your personal life? 
“In terms of work, trying to make a difference to the young people in our school.” When it comes
to family he said: “trying to make sure that everyone is living the best life they can live”. 

If you were to advise people who want to pursue a teaching career, what would the advice be?
“My advice would be it is amazing – however, you have to be sure it’s what you want to do. You
must be passionate”. 

Is there anything you do not like about being a teacher/ Deputy Head? 
“Paperwork – this can stop me interacting more with students instead”.  

Are you proud of the school?
“I am always proud of the school – the last 6 or 7 years I have been most proud of the current
reputation of the school within the local community.

Why do you think attendance is important?
“When Penketh High Students attend more that 92% they achieve their target – when they don’t
they achieve 2 grades less than they should” 

What was your first job, even if it was part time? 
“Paperboy – delivering newspapers, and then washing dishes in a hotel in Blackpool.” 

What is your favourite lesson in school and why? - Maths
  
What did you study at college and university?
“Geography, Germany, Christian Theology and Geography at University”

What is the meaning of Learning scores?
“To ensure that accurate record of pupil’s effort in each single lesson”

What inspired you to start teaching?
“I always wanted to be a teacher, my mum and dad were both teachers.”

What is your usual takeaway?
“Chicken fried rice, large curry sauce, salt & pepper chips.”
 
What is your favourite musical? “Jesus Christ Superstar.” 

THANK  YOU MR FARRAR FOR GIVING US AN INSIGHT INTO YOUR ROLE AND ALLOWING

US TO PROFILE YOU AS A KEY TEACHER IN THE PENKETH COMMUNITY




