
  

This year is all about ‘ART TECHNIQUES’, we 
have already completed the projects 
‘Identity’ and ‘Culture’ (Aboriginal Art). In 
this project we will will be studying ‘Graffiti’. 
Most importantly the difference between 
legal street art and illegal graffiti.  

We will be creating this project in a booklet 
as a final piece for the year. This will include 
drawing: 

- Spray Can 
- Tag (our name in Graffiti font) 
- Bricks  
- Decaying building  
- Illustrations  
- And more… 

 

Optional tasks are outlines in the 
home learning booklet. 

 

Art 

Optional tasks are outlines in the 
home learning booklet. 

 

Our HAPs (High Attaining Pupils) will be 
invited to take part in a GCSE style trip to 
MMU to visit the graduate exhibition. This is a 
first come first serves trip – further details to 
come! 

Our HAPs are pupils that received a 3 or 4 in 
their skills rubric at least once this school 
year. 



 

We are learning about ‘Memory & 
Storage’, linking to the earlier unit on 
Computer Systems. 

We will then move onto a practical 
programming unit using Python. 

 There will be end of topic 
assessment for each. 

 

There will be 2 quizzes per topic 
area on TEAMS to complete. 
This is to go alongside the 

 Bi-Weekly KS3 Knowledge 
Booklets. 

 

Each unit of work completed 
will be followed by an 
assessment.  

Assessments will be a mixture 
of paper based and online 
forms. 

 

Computer Science 



 

Students will spend the final term of the KS3 course 
studying a script called ‘Find Me’. The play explores the 
Taylor family, who are all navigating through life and 
dealing with several issues along the way.  Throughout 
this unit of work, students will recap techniques learnt 
over the KS3 course in preparation for those who pick 
GCSE drama. They will also learn some new 
techniques and start to consider some of the more 
technical elements of drama, such as the use of 
sound. 

These lessons also all focus on an element of the dual 
curriculum, ensuring the students learn vital 
transferable skills for their future in what will be the last 
term of drama for those who do not opt for GCSE. The 
scheme is built to ensure these skills are covered and 
developed and students can make the most of the 
opportunity to develop these.  

Key Knowledge:  

• Physical theatre 
• Script work 
• Non-naturalistic techniques  
• Improvisation  
• Sound effects 
• Music  
• Soundscape   

 

Students are provided with a knowledge 
organiser, they should use this at home to 
revise key terms, skills, and techniques for the 
term. This will be tested via do now activities 
and questioning in lessons.  

 

 

 

Students will be assessed in the final 
lessons of the term, completing a 
practical performance which 
encompasses all the skills learnt. They 
will perform their piece for assessment 
and evaluate this within class time.  

 

 

 

 

 
London Theatre Trip  

 

Drama 



  

Year 9 will be learning about Health 
and safety in a DT workshop, pupils 
will be familiarising themselves with 
main differences between a normal 
class room and a DT workshop.  

 

All pupils will then be completing 3 
main units for work. 1, LED lighting 
unit 2, CAD- revit unit 3, Microbit – 
coding unit. We will start on the LED 
Lighting unit, pupils will produce a 
range of ideas that suit the brief and 
then select one as their final design.  

 

Pupils will then move on the making 
part where they will use soldering 
equipment to made their circuit, 
check their work diagnostically.  

 

 

Students should use the bi-
weekly home learning 
document to ensure they have 
a solid grasp of the techniques 
and vocabulary used in our 
lessons 
 

 

DT 



 

This term, all Year 9 students will be exploring a 
brand-new unit called ‘Symbolism and 
Representations’. This topic introduces students 
to the powerful ways writers use symbols, imagery 
and deeper meanings to shape how we 
understand characters, themes and the world 
around us. 

In this topic, students will learn about: 

- How to study texts through a symbolic lens, 
identifying objects, images and motifs that 
carry deeper significance. 

- How writers use representation to shape our 
understanding of groups, identities and ideas 
across different genres and contexts. 

- How symbols can reveal hidden meanings, 
challenge assumptions and create emotional 
or thematic impact. 

- How to express thoughts, ideas and 
interpretations clearly, using precise 
analytical skills to explore how symbolism 
influences a reader’s response. 

 

All students are expected to 
complete their weekly reading and 
complete the reading diary. Also, 
Microsoft Teams quiz based on 
reading, comprehension and 
vocabulary. 

 

 

Students will complete a mid-term and 
end of year assessment which tests for 
key conceptual knowledge, plot 
knowledge and the ability to analyse a 
modern play.  

 

Exciting trip to see Noughts and 
Crosses at The Lowry theatre! 

 

More events for Year 9 careers in English will be released throughout the term.  

 

English 



 

In food technology this term we will be 
learning about diets for people at different 
stages of their lives. We will look at several 
age groups including toddlers, children, 
teenagers, adults and elderly people. We 
will learn about how diet can be adapted to 
meet their need, and will we extend our 
work on deficiency diseases we learnt 
about in year 8 by looking at which stage in 
life we are most vulnerable to different 
kinds of disease which can be prevented 
with as balanced diet.  

We will look at the environmental impact of 
our food and how food miles can be 
reduced by eating a more seasonal diet 
with locally sourced ingredients and how 
this our often fresher, more nutrient rich 
and cheaper.  

We will look several recipes on the theme 
of food for the family including Spaghetti 
bolognaise, Cottage pie and Homemade 
pizza.  

 

Pupils will have their practical 
work assessed by the teacher 
and photos will be taken as a 
record of their skill level.  

 

Pupils will have their practical 
work assessed by the teacher 
and photos will be taken as a 
record of their skill level.  

 

Pupils can take part in a food 
technology-based enrichment 
and find out more about 
hygiene in the food industry.  

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to undertake a RSPH Level 1 
award in food hygiene awareness which is a recognised 
qualification focusing on good hygiene practices. 

 

Food technology 



  

We are learning about earth’s natural 
resources. We will look at the demand for 
renewable and non-renewable energy and 
their impacts on our planet. We will study 
the global issue of water scarcity and food 
insecurity, and strategies used to reduce 
the impacts.  

We will then be learning about the 
Geography of the Middle East. We will bring 
together key concepts learnt across KS3 
including population, physical landscapes, 
ecosystems, and development. Pupils will 
complete a key piece at the end of this 
topic. 

 

 

Pupils will complete a homework booklet 
based on the current topic they are 
studying. This will consist of tasks 
including reading, spelling, and 
geographical skills.  

 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment in May. Pupils will 
be assessed on the following topics: 

• Climate Change  

• Glaciation  

• The Geography of Russia 

Pupils will complete an assessment including a range 
of multiple-choice questions at the end of Earth’s 
Natural Resources topic.  

 

 

Keswick- Wednesday 1st July 

 

Geography 



  

We will be learning about Post-War 
Britain. We’ll look at the welfare state 
and Multicultural Britain. Pupils will 
be answering the enquiry question on 
the significance of changes in Modern 
Britain. Pupils will develop their 
disciplinary knowledge of causation, 
thinking about long term and short 
term change and linking key factors.  

After this enquiry, pupils will learn 
about the Cold War. We’ll look at the 
origins of the Cold War, Nuclear 
weapons, the Vietnam War and 
collapse of Communism. Pupils will 
be answering the enquiry question on 
the effects of the Cold War on Europe 
and other parts of the world. Pupils 
will develop their disciplinary 
knowledge of interpretation.   

 

 

Pupils will complete weekly tasks in 
their History homework booklet. This 
will consist of the following:  

• Knowledge organiser  
• Reading and comprehension 
• Extended writing 

 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment on 
the ‘Second World War’, ‘Civil Rights 
USA’ and ‘Post-War Britain’ including 
a range of multiple-choice and short 
answer questions and extended 
responses at the end of the topic. 

 

 

History 



 

We are learning topics on 
expressions; geometry; Data modules 
which cover statistical diagrams and 
data analysis as well as probability 
and the Shape 3 module which 
covers Transformations and Loci. 

 
 

Useful websites 

Pupils can use Mathswatch for any 
independent revision by logging into 
the website Mathswatch.vle  

The login is…for example, 

22smithj@penketh 

Penketh (with a capital P) 
 

 

Pupils are expected to complete 
homework every week, alternating 
between an appropriate level step 
homework or a topic-based 
homework which could be on-line 
or a worksheet. 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment 
every few weeks based on the 
topics covered in lessons. 

Pupils will also sit two 40 minute 
Mock papers, one non-calculator 
and two calculator in May. 

 

 

 

 

Links to different careers in Maths are made where appropriate. We also take 
a closer look at careers like a Medical Statistician and a Financial controller. 
We will also learn about the Maths involved in Art and Cryptography.  

 

 
 

Mathematics 



  

This term, Year 9 will study African Drumming, 
developing ensemble skills and rhythmic 
understanding. 

Pupils will listen to traditional African music and 
analyse its cultural and musical characteristics. 
They will learn correct djembe techniques and 
perform as part of a class ensemble, creating 
layered rhythms. 

In small groups, pupils will compose their own 
drumming patterns, using their knowledge of 
rhythm and structure to produce creative 
outcomes. 

Across all these lessons, pupils will be developing 
theoretical knowledge of what the elements of 
music are, being exposed to key terminology which 
they will develop as they progress through their 
music learning journey in Key Stage 3. 

 

 

Pupils are expected to complete a short 
quiz which will be set on Teams.  

This will be used as a medium for 
teachers to check for understanding of 
pupils and test their recall of 
knowledge. 

 

 

Pupils will be assessed based on their 
practical performances, in which they will 
demonstrate their understanding of playing 
techniques. 

Pupils will learn to analyse different styles of 
music using taught vocabulary. This will be 
assessed upon the start of every lesson 
through the ‘DO NOW’ activity. 

 

 

Pupils will be able to explore career prospects within the Music Industry. This will be done through calling experts 
in the field to come and do talks with pupils at our local school, or even by taking pupils out into different musical 
settings to show the numerous opportunities that the industry offers those who wish to explore it and delve deeper. 

 

Pupils can access additional experiences in 
this subject by attending enrichment outside 
of class time. 

Instrumental lessons available on request. 

For other ensemble opportunities please see 
the main board in the department. 

 

Music 



  

Boys - We are learning to develop our skills in athletics 
events. This will include developing and understanding 
the correct techniques for effective running, jumping, 
and throwing. This will build on previous athletics 
experience and participation. It will lead to participation 
in the school sports day and possibly representing the 
school athletics teams. Assessments will take place in 
each event; pupils will record their scores and have the 
opportunity to improve their performance.  

We will also be learning to develop our skills in Cricket. 
This will include skills such as bowling technique, 
batting technique and fielding. Pupils will develop 
individual skills and move into small sided paired game 
situations. Assessments will take place regularly and 
pupils provided with systematic feedback. 

Girls - We are learning to develop our skills in Athletics 
events. This will include developing and understanding 
the correct techniques for effective running, jumping, 
and throwing. This will build on previous athletics 
experience and participation. It will lead to participation 
in the school sports day and possibly representing the 
school athletics teams. Assessments will take place in 
each event; pupils will record their scores and have the 
opportunity to improve their performance.  

We will also be learning to develop our skills in 
Rounders. This will include skills such as bowling 
technique, batting technique and fielding. Pupils will 
develop individual skills and move into small, sided 
game situations. Assessments will take place regularly 
and pupils provided with systematic feedback. 

 

 

Pupils will be assessed against a range of 
Physical Education criteria at the end of 
each unit of work. Pupils will self-assess 
their work, using their own assessment 
booklets whilst also receiving summative 
feedback from their class teacher. 

 

 

 

School Sport fixtures 

Academy Sport+ 

 

 

Sport Cluster Career Talks 

 

PE 



 

This term in Form PD, pupils in years 7 to 10 will complete 
the Politics and British Values unit of work which includes 
the following topics: 

What is a General Election? - Understanding of the 
processes of a General Election. Understanding 
constituencies and how MPs are elected. Understanding 
how MPs gain votes.  

What is a Political Party? - Understand what a Political 
Party is, what and who it is made up of. Understanding 
which Political Parties current government is made up of. 

Who is in charge of the UK? - Understanding the current 
political situation in the UK as a whole – understanding 
the Political Party in charge and the Prime Minister. 
Understanding politics local to Warrington.  

What are British Values? - Understanding the different 
fundamental British Values and what they mean: 
Democracy, Rule of Law, Respect, Tolerance, Individual 
Liberty. Making links between BV and how we 
demonstrate each one in school, including examples.  

What can happen when society clashes? - Understanding 
mob mentality and criminal behaviour, racism and 
stereotyping, and counter-protesters. Understanding how 
society can be influenced by other factors leading to 
misinformation and mass misunderstanding. Learning 
linked to recent rioting in Summer 2024. Reference to 
Fundamental British Values. 

Why do people migrate and become refugees? - Learning 
about what it may feel like to be forced to leave home. 
Applying knowledge to practice empathy, through 
discovering the similarities we have with those who 
migrate. Looking at how we can help refugees and people 
seeking asylum feel welcome in our community.  

 

Learning linked to the Pupil Leadership Team elections in school. 

 

Personal Development (Form PD) 



 

This term in Personal Development, pupils in year 9 
will complete the Being Me in My World unit of work.  

Pupils will cover perceptions about intimate 
relationships, consent, sexual exploitation, peer 
approval, grooming, radicalisation, county lines, 
risky experimentation, positive and negative self-
identity, abuse and coercion, and coercive control. 

Pupils will learn how to think critically about their 
own identity, what influences it and how they can 
remain independent whilst maintaining 
relationships with family and friends. Recognise 
and identify risky situations and know where to find 
support if needed. 

What makes a good relationship? – Understanding 
that different people have different expectations of 
intimate relationships and know how to access 
support if worried about a relationship issue. Have 
an understanding of their own expectations of 
intimate relationships. 

Does what people think of you matter? – 
Understanding what peer approval is and how it can 
cause problems. Be able to identify what grooming 
is and give examples. Adopt strategies to help 
manage peer groups and relationships. 

Who am I and who influences me? – Be able to 
identify links between risky behaviour choices and 
the influence of social groups. Understand where to 
access help and advice if concerned about a risky 
situation. 

 

Homework in Personal Development is set 
once per term and consists of wider reading 
opportunities based on topics that are being 
covered in the current unit of work. Pupils are 
required to read a digital news article that is 
provided to them by their teacher, followed by 
completion of reading comprehension 
questions in a self-marking quiz on Microsoft 
Teams.  

 

Pupils are assessed once per term using 
Assessment Mind Maps. Pupils complete a 
mind map at the start of each unit 
demonstrating their existing knowledge. They 
then revisit the mind map at the end of the unit, 
adding all new knowledge acquired throughout 
the term, thus demonstrating progress. 
Personal Development is a non-examined 
subject, so there are no formal assessments.  

 

Learning is linked to skills necessary for the future, including further 
education and careers. 
 

Personal Development 



  

We will be continuing  to study 
the Why is there? unit. In which 
we will be learning about the 
concepts of evil, suffering and 
forgiveness, considering different 
world views, religious and non-
religious on why there is evil and 
suffering in the world and if they 
can and should be forgiven. We 
will be investigating the 
explanations provided and the 
impact religion and religious 
teachings can have on people's 
lives when evil and suffering 
takes place. 

 

Pupils should 
independently use the 
biweekly vocabulary 
booklets.  

 

 

 
Pupils will complete an 
assessment at the end of 
the unit via teams.  

 

Core RE 



   

We are learning about Power and 
Equality through short stories and 
extracts from fiction and non-fiction. 
The focus is to improve pupils’ 
independent skills to clarify 
vocabulary, skimming and scanning 
and discussing authors’ viewpoints 
and purpose. This supports the whole 
school curriculum, supporting pupils 
in independent reading. Summative 
assessments of reading skills will take 
place each term as well as formative 
assessments during lessons. 

During form reading, pupils are 
reading ‘Animal Farm’ by George 
Orwell. This is a reading for pleasure 
session and pupils are encouraged to 
discuss the novel, read aloud and 
listen to others. 

 

 

Pupils will be given reading homework 
across their subjects.  

We encourage pupils to read 
independently outside of school, this can 
be fiction or non-fiction. To support this, 
there are reading lists on our website. 

 

 

Summative assessments of 
reading skills will take place 
each term using NGRT 
Assessments. 

 

Reading Curriculum 



 

  This term, we are going to learn to 
describe what we like to eat depending on 
the time of day and we will also describe a 
meal from the night before.  

During HT6, we will build on this to 
describe our overall lifestyle and habits, 
from what time we usually get up to how 
many times a week we exercise.  

In doing so, we will develop the key skills 
listed below, which will be built on and 
further developed during the course of 
their language studies:  

-Justifying preferences 

-Using subordinate clauses with when 
(=when)  

-Referring to past events using correct 
grammar 

-Impersonal structures using an infinitive 
construction (one must…) 

- Referring to future events 

  

 

1. Pupils will complete fortnightly tasks in their French 
homework booklet which will include the following tasks: 

• Vocabulary building 

• Listening 

• Reading  

• Writing/speaking skills  

• Cultural capital gain 

2. Pupils will be asked to learn weekly vocabulary lists of 10 
items to prepare for the summative assessment at the end 
of TERM 2.   

 

Pupils will complete a shared assessment 
with other schools in TCAT. This will cover 
all modalities (listening, speaking, reading 
& writing) and test knowledge and skills 
taught across the last 3 years.  

 

 

Spanish 



 

Pupils will start the academic year 
learning about electricity generation. 
This will look at the methods in which 
we produce and distribute electricity 
around the country and considers the 
potential effects on the climate. 
Pupils will then build on their 
knowledge developed it year rate on 
diet and digestion by looking at more 
aspects which encompass how 
diabetes effects diet and how 
bacteria could affect digestion. Final 
topic of the same will look at more 
advanced chemical reactions such as 
the reactions of acids with 
carbonates metal oxides and metal 
hydroxides look at what precipitates 
are and how reaction such as 
Thermal decomposition are used and 
how to measure the rate of reaction. 

 

This will take the form of a short quiz 
released on teams every Monday 
which will be due for the following 
Sunday. There will be a video to 
support pupils answering the 
multiple-choice questions in the 
quiz. 

 

 

Pupils will take assessments each tab 
which will be cumulative and consider all 
prior learning from the academic here. 
Assessment will have a range of questions 
from multiple-choice short and extended 
answer. 

 

 

Manchester Science 
Festival 

 

Careers will be featured in discussion and activities through lessons in the 
curriculum and students will be informed how what they are learning could 
feature in career pathways.  

 

Science 


