
 

This year is all about ‘ART SKILLS’. We have already 
learnt about ‘Drawing’ and ‘Colour’ where we have 
covered 7 of the 8 ‘Formal Elements of Art’:  

- Tone 
- Texture 
- Space 
- Shape 
- Line 
- Form 
- Colour 

This term we are learning about ‘Pattern’, this is 
our 8th and final ‘Formal Element of Art’.  

All of these skills will be used together to create a 
repeated design inspired by the textile artist 
William Morris. We will be using nature as our 
inspiration.  

 

Optional tasks are outlines in the home 
learning booklet. 

 

Skills and knowledge will be assessed at the 
end of the project. 

Skills – each task completed will receive a 
‘rubric’ mark and an opportunity will be given 
to improve on this work. 

Knowledge – this will be assessed using a 
multiple choice and extended question test. 

 

Our HAPs (High Attaining Pupils) will be 
invited to take part in a GCSE style trip to 
MMU to visit the graduate exhibition. This is a 
first come first serves trip – further details to 
come! 

Our HAPs are pupils that received a 3 or 4 in 
their skills rubric at least once this school 
year.  

 

ART 



 

We are learning “How Computers Work’. 

We will then move onto “An introduction to 
programming”. We will learn about block-
based and text-based programming 
methods. 

 There will be end of topic assessments for 
each. 

 

There will be 2 quizzes per topic area on 
TEAMS to complete. This is to go alongside the 

 Bi-Weekly KS3 Knowledge Booklets. 

 

Each unit of work completed will be followed 
by an assessment.  

Assessments will be a mixture of paper based 
and online forms. 

 

COMPUTER SCIENE 



 

Overview:  

Students will explore the theme of evacuees, linking to 
real world issues happening currently. They will 
consider the stories of evacuated children and use 
these to develop narrative and learn new techniques.  

We will deepen our knowledge on creating a narrative 
and devising our own piece of work, as well as 
considering how to approach a short script. Students 
will contemplate how they can use techniques to 
expand their stories further and to create impact for an 
audience.  

Key Knowledge: 

• Physical skills 
• Vocal skills 
• Still image 
• Thought track  
• Cliff hanger  
• Slow motion  
• Script work  
• Cross cutting   

 

Students are provided with a knowledge 
organiser via TEAMs, they should use this at 
home to revise key terms, skills, and 
techniques for the term. This will be tested via 
do now activities and questioning in lessons.  

 

 

Students will be assessed in the final lessons 
of the term, completing a practical 
performance which encompasses all the 
skills learnt. They will perform their piece for 
assessment and evaluate this within class 
time.  

 

Drama 



 

Year 7 will be learning about Health 
and safety in a DT workshop, pupils 
will be familiarising themselves with 
main differences between a normal 
class room and a DT workshop.  

 

All pupils will then be completing 3 
main units for work. 1, LED lighting 
unit 2, CAD- revit unit 3, Microbit – 
coding unit. We will start on the LED 
Lighting unit, pupils will produce a 
range of ideas that suit the brief and 
then select one as their final design.  

 

Pupils will then move on the making 
part where they will use soldering 
equipment to made their circuit, 
check their work diagnostically.  
 

 

Students should use the bi-weekly 
home learning document to ensure 
they have a solid grasp of the 
techniques and vocabulary used in 
our lessons 

 

DT 



 

This term, all Year 7 students will be introduced to 
a powerful and thought-provoking unit centred on 
Zana Fraillon’s novel The Bone Sparrow. Through 
this topic, students will explore the experiences of 
Subhi, a Rohingya refugee born inside an 
Australian detention centre, and consider how 
stories can build empathy, understanding and 
social awareness. 

In this unit, students will learn about: 

- Who Zana Fraillon is and why she writes 
about displaced and marginalised voices. 

- Why The Bone Sparrow is an important 
contemporary text, shining a light on human 
rights, identity and hope. 

- The plot of the novel, including Subhi’s life in 
the detention centre and his friendship with 
Jimmie. 

- How characters, themes and symbolism 
(such as the bone sparrow itself) reveal the 
emotional and political realities of life in 
detention. 

- How writers use narrative voice, setting and 
perspective 

 

All students are expected to complete 
their weekly reading and complete the 
reading diary. Also, Microsoft Teams quiz 
based on reading, comprehension and 
vocabulary. 

 

Students will complete a mid-term and 
end of year assessment which tests for 
key conceptual knowledge, plot 
knowledge and the ability to analyse a key 
moment from the novel.  

 

More events for Year 7 careers in English will be released throughout the term.  

 

Stratford English Trip 

 

Prescot Globe Experience – watch 
this space!  

 

English 



 

In food technology this term we will 
be learning about health and safety in 
the food room. We will be developing 
our skills and focusing on Knife skills. 
We will cover 2 key knife techniques 
used by chefs to cut vegetables and 
fruits. These are called Bridge and 
claw grip. 

We will focus on food hygiene and 
how we prepare for practical and 
even how we wash up after ourselves. 

We will also learn about the Eatwell 
guide and how to follow a healthy 
balanced diet.  

We will prepare several dishes which 
develop our knife skills. These include 
fruit kebabs, Cous, Cous salad and 
pizza toast, apple crumble.  

 

 

Recipe booklets will be given to 
pupils which contain recipes we 
have made in school and extension 
recipes for pupils to try at home. 
Pupils are also asked to practise 
their washing up skills. 

 

Pupils will have their practical 
work assessed by the teacher 
and photos will be taken as a 
record of their skill level.  

 

Pupils will be able to explore career prospects within the food Industry. This will be done through calling 
experts in the field to come and do talks with pupils at our local school, or even by taking pupils out into 
different catering settings to show the numerous opportunities that the industry offers those who wish 
to explore it and delve deeper. 

 

Pupils will have the 
opportunity to take part 
in a restaurant 
experience.  

 

Food technology 



 

This term we will be learning to describe 
our free-time. During HT5, pupils will 
express opinions about a range of activities 
and compare them. They will then build on 
this during HT6 when they talk about all the 
sports that they play and activities which 
they do depending on the weather.  

In doing so, we will develop the key skills 
listed below, which will be built on and 
further developed during the course of 
their language studies:  

-Recognise infinitives 

-Conjugate a regular verb in the present 
tense (to paly = jouer) 

-Making comparisons using adjectives 

-Using subordinating conjunctions with 
(when = quand) 

-Using the negative form 

 

 

1. Pupils will complete fortnightly tasks in their French homework 
booklet which will include the following tasks: 

• Vocabulary building 

• Listening 

• Reading  

• Writing/speaking skills  

• Cultural capital gain 

2. Pupils will be asked to learn weekly vocabulary lists of 10 items to 
prepare for the summative assessment at the end of TERM 2.   

 

 

Pupils will complete an end-of-year 
assessment on the knowledge from 
HT1-HT5, which will include 
vocabulary/sound recognition, 
reading & listening tasks as well as a 
translation task.  

 

French 



 

We are learning about coasts. We 
will look at the importance of 
coasts, the processes that create 
different features and the ways in 
which coasts can be protected.  

We will then be learning about 
ecosystems. We will look at 
where different ecosystems are 
found and the different features 
within them. We will the focus on 
tropical rainforests, the causes of 
deforestation and the impacts on 
the nutrient cycle. Pupils will 
complete a key piece at the end 
of this topic. 

 

 

Pupils will complete a homework booklet 
based on the current topic they are studying. 
This will consist of tasks including reading, 
spelling, and geographical skills.  

 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment 
after the coasts topic.  

The assessment will include a range of 
multiple-choice questions, 
geographical skills and extended 
responses.  

 

 

Geography 

Formby Beach – Tuesday 23rd June 

 



 

We will be learning about Henry VIII 
and the Reformation. We’ll look at the 
life of Henry VIII, the Reformation in 
Europe and the English Reformation. 
Pupils will learn about changing ideas 
and beliefs. Pupils will then analyse the 
enquiry question based on a historian’s 
interpretation on the causes and 
consequences of the Reformation. 
Pupils will be developing the 
disciplinary knowledge of significance, 
change and evaluating a historical 
statement.  

After this enquiry, pupils will learn 
about the late Tudors, with a focus on 
Elizabethan England and the role of 
Queen Elizabeth as a key individual. 
Pupils will analyse the enquiry question 
on whether Elizabeth England was a 
‘golden age’. Pupils will be developing 
the disciplinary knowledge of 
consequence and importance.  

 

Pupils will complete weekly tasks in their History 
homework booklet. This will consist of the 
following:  

• Knowledge organiser  

• Reading and comprehension 

• Extended writing 

 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment on 
the topics ‘Later Medieval Life’ and 
‘Henry VIII and the Reformation’ 
including a range of multiple-choice 
and short answer questions and 
extended responses at the end of the 
topic. 

 

History 



 

We are learning topics on; speed, 
properties of number, adding and 
subtracting fractions and angles 
and polygons. 
 

Useful websites 

Pupils can use Mathswatch for 
any independent revision by 
logging into the website 
Mathswatch.vle  

The login is…for example, 

24smithj@penketh 

Penketh (with a capital P) 
 

 

Pupils are expected to complete 
homework every week, alternating 
between an appropriate level step 
homework or a topic-based 
homework which could be on-line 
or a worksheet. 

 

Pupils will complete an assessment 
every few weeks based on the 
topics covered in lessons.  

Pupils will also complete a larger 
assessment each term based on the 
prior learning. 

 

Links to different careers in Maths are made where 
appropriate. We also take a closer look at careers like a 
Sports Scientist and an architect. We will also learn about the 
Maths involved in Art and Cryptography.  

 

Mathematics 



 

This term, Year 7 will explore Programme Music, 
focusing on how music can tell a story or create 
imagery. 

Pupils will listen to a variety of examples to 
understand how composers use musical elements 
and devices to compose programme music. They 
will analyse these pieces to identify key features 
and techniques. 

Through practical work, pupils will perform on 
keyboard developing confidence and skill. They will 
also compose short pieces of Programme Music, 
applying their understanding of melody, harmony, 
and structure to create original work. 

Across all these lessons, pupils will be developing 
theoretical knowledge of what the elements of 
music are, being exposed to key terminology which 
they will develop as they progress through their 
music learning journey in Key Stage 3. 

 

 

Pupils are expected to complete a short quiz 
which will be set on Teams.  

This will be used as a medium for teachers to 
check for understanding of pupils and test 
their recall of knowledge. 

 

 

Pupils will be assessed based on their practical 
composition and performance, in which they will 
demonstrate their understanding of composing 
music to create an image. 

Pupils will learn to analyse different styles of music 
using taught vocabulary. This will be assessed upon 
the start of every lesson through the ‘DO NOW’ 
activity. 

 

 

Pupils will be able to explore career prospects within the Music Industry. This will be done through visiting experts 
in the field coming in to do talks with pupils at our school, or even by taking pupils out into different musical settings 
to show the numerous opportunities that the industry offers those who wish to explore it and delve deeper. 

 

Pupils can access additional experiences in 
this subject by attending enrichment outside 
of class time. 

Instrumental lessons available on request. 

For other ensemble opportunities please see 
the main board in the department. 

 

Music 



 

Boys - We are learning to develop our skills in athletics 
events. This will include developing and understanding the 
correct techniques for effective running, jumping, and 
throwing. This will build on previous athletics experience 
and participation. It will lead to participation in the school 
sports day and possibly representing the school athletics 
teams. Assessments will take place in each event; pupils 
will record their scores and have the opportunity to 
improve their performance.  

We will also be learning to develop our skills in Cricket. 
This will include skills such as bowling technique, batting 
technique and fielding. Pupils will develop individual skills 
and move into small sided paired game situations. 
Assessments will take place regularly and pupils provided 
with systematic feedback. 

Girls - We are learning to develop our skills in Athletics 
events. This will include developing and understanding the 
correct techniques for effective running, jumping, and 
throwing. This will build on previous athletics experience 
and participation. It will lead to participation in the school 
sports day and possibly representing the school athletics 
teams. Assessments will take place in each event; pupils 
will record their scores and have the opportunity to 
improve their performance.  

We will also be learning to develop our skills in Rounders. 
This will include skills such as bowling technique, batting 
technique and fielding. Pupils will develop individual skills 
and move into small, sided game situations. Assessments 
will take place regularly and pupils provided with 
systematic feedback. 

 

 

Pupils will be assessed against a range of 
Physical Education criteria at the end of 
each unit of work. Pupils will self-assess 
their work, using their own assessment 
booklets whilst also receiving summative 
feedback from their class teacher. 

 

 

Sport Cluster Career Talks 

 

School Sport fixtures 

Academy Sport+ 

Belgium football/netball trip 

 

PE 



 

This term in Form PD, pupils in years 7 to 10 will complete 
the Politics and British Values unit of work which includes 
the following topics: 

What is a General Election? - Understanding of the 
processes of a General Election. Understanding 
constituencies and how MPs are elected. Understanding 
how MPs gain votes.  

What is a Political Party? - Understand what a Political 
Party is, what and who it is made up of. Understanding 
which Political Parties current government is made up of. 

Who is in charge of the UK? - Understanding the current 
political situation in the UK as a whole – understanding 
the Political Party in charge and the Prime Minister. 
Understanding politics local to Warrington.  

What are British Values? - Understanding the different 
fundamental British Values and what they mean: 
Democracy, Rule of Law, Respect, Tolerance, Individual 
Liberty. Making links between BV and how we 
demonstrate each one in school, including examples.  

What can happen when society clashes? - Understanding 
mob mentality and criminal behaviour, racism and 
stereotyping, and counter-protesters. Understanding how 
society can be influenced by other factors leading to 
misinformation and mass misunderstanding. Learning 
linked to recent rioting in Summer 2024. Reference to 
Fundamental British Values. 

Why do people migrate and become refugees? - Learning 
about what it may feel like to be forced to leave home. 
Applying knowledge to practice empathy, through 
discovering the similarities we have with those who 
migrate. Looking at how we can help refugees and people 
seeking asylum feel welcome in our community.  

 

Learning linked to the Pupil Leadership Team elections in school. 

 

Personal Development (Form PD) - Years 7-10 

 



 

This term in Personal Development, pupils in year 
7 will complete the Being Me in My World unit of 
work.  

Pupils will cover being unique, differences and 
conflict, influences and peer pressure, online 
safety, consequences and online legislation.  

Pupils will learn how to think critically about their 
own identity, what influences it and how they can 
remain independent whilst maintaining 
relationships with family and friends.  

Who am I? – Recognise that identity is affected by 
a range of factors. Understanding that everyone is 
a unique individual. Being able to think about 
themselves on many different levels, e.g. physical 
characteristics, personality, attainment, attitudes, 
values, etc. 

What influences you? – Understanding that 
identity is affected by a range of factors. Being 
able to identify what influences their lives. 
Understanding good and bad influences. 

How should I deal with peer pressure? – 
Understanding how peer pressure operates within 
groups. Understanding how to achieve an 
appropriate level of independence from others 
while maintaining positive relationships with 
them. 

 

Homework in Personal Development is set 
once per term and consists of wider reading 
opportunities based on topics that are being 
covered in the current unit of work. Pupils are 
required to read a digital news article that is 
provided to them by their teacher, followed by 
completion of reading comprehension 
questions in a self-marking quiz on Microsoft 
Teams.  

 

Pupils are assessed once per term using 
Assessment Mind Maps. Pupils complete a 
mind map at the start of each unit 
demonstrating their existing knowledge. They 
then revisit the mind map at the end of the unit, 
adding all new knowledge acquired throughout 
the term, thus demonstrating progress. Personal 
Development is a non-examined subject, so 
there are no formal assessments.  

 

Learning is linked to skills necessary for the future, including further 
education and careers. 

 

Personal Development 



 

We will be continuing the study of the 
Faith and You Christianity unit. In 
which we will be learning about 
Christian beliefs and the different 
beliefs and views of Jesus. Including 
was Jesus a teacher, or a 
peacekeeper, or a miracle work, or 
was he the messiah.   

We will research the role and 
influence of Christianity in the UK 
now, in the past and in the future. As 
well as researching how it began and 
then spread across the world become 
the global religion it is today.  

 

Pupils should 
independently use the 
biweekly vocabulary 
booklets.  

 

Pupils will complete an 
assessment at the end of 
the unit via teams.  

 

Core RE 



 

We are learning about High 
School through short stories and 
extracts from fiction and non-
fiction during our curriculum 
lessons. 

The focus is to improve pupils’ 
independent skills to clarify 
vocabulary, skimming and 
scanning and discussing authors’ 
viewpoints and purpose. This 
supports the whole school 
curriculum, supporting pupils in 
independent reading. 

During form reading, pupils are 
reading ‘I am David’ by Ann Holm. 
This is a reading for pleasure 
session and pupils are 
encouraged to discuss the novel, 
read aloud and listen to others. 

 

Pupils will be given reading homework 
across their subjects.  

We encourage pupils to read 
independently outside of school, this can 
be fiction or non-fiction. To support this, 
there are reading lists on our website. 

 

 

Summative assessments of 
reading skills will take place 
each term using NGRT 
Assessments. 

 

Reading Curriculum 



 

At the start of the term students will develop their 
understanding of the concept of reproduction. The 
processes of sexual and asexual reproduction will be 
introduced, and their advantages and disadvantages 
can be discussed. They will then learn about the 
structure and function of both the male and female 
reproductive systems. The students will learn about 
the events that take place during the menstrual cycle 
as part of a wider look at the changes that take place 
to males and females during puberty and pregnancy.  

In the space unit students will develop an 
understanding of the solar system and the science 
related to it. They will begin by looking at the structure 
of our solar system and familiarising themselves with 
the key terminology. This will then move onto a lesson 
which focuses on stars and the use of light years as a 
measure of astronomical distance. They will then 
focus on the Earth, looking at its key features and the 
science behind the seasons and how gravity effects 
weight on different planets. 

Finally, pupils will learn about ecology. They will begin 
by looking at different ecosystems and comparing 
their biological and physical factors. This can then be 
linked to biodiversity. They will then move onto the 
topic of sampling an environment. To finish the unit 
The students will then look at how plants and animals 
adapt to survive in their ecosystems and how we 
show feeding relationships. 

 

 

This will take the form of a short quiz 
released on teams every Monday 
which will be due for the following 
Sunday. There will be a video to 
support pupils answering the 
multiple-choice questions in the 
quiz. 

 

 

Pupils will take assessments each 
term which will be cumulative and 
consider all prior learning from the 
academic here. Assessment will have 
a range of questions from multiple-
choice short and extended answer. 

 

 

Careers will be featured in discussion and activities through lessons in the curriculum 
and students will be informed how what they are learning could feature in career 
pathways.  

 

 

Science 


