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Subject

English

Mathematics

Science

Digital Functional Skills (ICT)

Personal Development

Physical Education

Religious Education
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Qualification

GCSE English Language
| VGCSE English Literature

GCSE Mathematics

2 GCSE Combined Science

& Digital Functional Skills (Level 1)

- Core PD (Not Examined)

- Core PE (Not Examined)

- Core RE (Not Examined)

Subject GCSEs Qualification
Option 1 5 1 EITHER GCSE Geography+
OR GCSE History
Bespoke Pathway 5 Additional English and Maths (Non-Examined)
EITHER GCSE Business Studies
Spon 6 L OR GCSE Computer Science*
Y10
OR WIEC Designing the Built Environment+
OR GCSE Drama
4 OR GCSE Film Studies
Y1 OR GCSE Geography+
OR BTEC Health and Social Care+
OR WIJEC Hospitality and Catering+
OR GCSE Sociology
OR WJEC Sport+
OR GCSE Triple Science®+ Q
o
EITHER GCSE Art (Art and Design) L |
—
Option 4 4 1 OR BTEC Child Development+ @
Y10 OR WJEC Designing the Built Environment+ -
()
OR GCSE Economics* =
OR BTEC Health and Social Care+ oo
© rm
OR WIEC Hospitality and Catering+
Y11 PraiRy enng €=
OR GCSE Music** ]
OR GCSE Psychology*
OR GCSE Photography
OR BTEC Travel and Tourism+
OR GCSE Triple Science*+

Total : 8 GCSEs or Equivalent - 9 Qualifications

& Pupils will complete a qualification in ICT which is smaller than a normal GCSE course.

+You cannot pick the same subject twice, for example, you cannot pick Geography in Option 1 and Option 3, or Sport in

Option 2 and Option 3

*These subjects are traditionally more academically challenging. We will use a range of data to ensure that this course is

suitable for all students who select it.

*Students picking this subject must be musically proficient instrumentally or vocally.
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Art (Art and Design)

IMPORTANT
CONTACTS

ADitchfield@penkethhigh.org

Art (Graphic Communications)

MBillington@penkethhigh.org

Business Stidues

JThompson@penkethhigh.org

Child Development

Curriculum@penkethhigh.org

Computer Science

JThompson@penkethhigh.org

Designing the Built Environment

BBewes@penkethhigh.org

Digital Functional Skills

JThompson@penkethhigh.org

Drama

HDean@penkethhigh.org

Economics

JThompson@penkethhigh.org

English

KBradshaw@penkethhigh.org

Film Studies

SAshurst@penkethhigh.org

Geography

DRobinson@penkethhigh.org

German

RDeberque@penkethhigh.org

Health and Social Care

Curriculum@penkethhigh.org

History

MBell@penkethhigh.org

Hospitality and Catering

JBlundell@penkethhigh.org

Mathematics

LHarding@penkethhigh.org

Music

AJones@penkethhigh.org

Personal Development

ZSilver@penkethhigh.org

Photography

MBIillington@penkethhigh.org

Physical Education

MMullock@penkethhigh.org

Psychology

CCooper@penkethhigh.org

Religious Education

CCooper@penkethhigh.org

Science / Triple Science

ClLewin@penkethhigh.org

Sociology

CCooper@penkethhigh.org

Sport

MMullock@penkethhigh.org

Travel and Tourism

CAREERS CONTACT

Careers Lead

DRobinson@penkethhigh.org

Email Address

Mr Musgrove

IMusgrove@penkethhigh.org

You can also find information, advice and guidance on the National Careers
Service Website: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  (acx=

Realising potential

Students will develop fluency in reading and effective writing skills. They will read a
range of texts and will have a chance to engage with writing for a range of purposes
including creative writing. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order
reading and thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and
themes.

Assessment

To complete this course, you will undertake the following assessments:
e Component 1 - Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50%) 1 Hour 45 Minute Written Examination
e Component 2 - Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%)1 Hour 45 Minute Written Examination

1x GCSE
Homework

Students will be asked to learn key features of questions and undertake other re-call and re-cap activities that
will consolidate understanding.

What Could | Study Next?
Upon completion of this course, you could study:
e A Levels in English Literature / Language, Law, History, Media, Film
e BTEC Nationals & Cambridge Technicals in any subject
* Arange of undergraduate degrees BA / BSc / BEd / BEng / LLB (Hons)

What Are My Career Opportunities?

Pupils who study English Language could go on to a huge range of jobs/ apprenticeships/ career paths:
e Education / Lawyer / Administrator
e Business / Childcare / Creative & Design
e Digital / Health & Science

\» ! 4 What knowledge will | learn?
In English Language, you will be learning to: read fluently, and with a good

understanding, of a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including
literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and journalism.

4 O Whatskills Will | Develop?

8 In English Language, you will develop the skills of reading and evaluating texts critically
and making comparisons between texts, summarising and synthesising information &
E’[ ideas from texts; writing effectively and coherently using standard English appropriately,

using grammar correctly and punctuating and spelling accurately, acquiring and
applying a wide vocabulary alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology; listening to and understanding spoken language and using spoken
standard English effectively including presenting a speech.

Why Study English Language?

N Studying English Language will show how well-developed your ability is to communicate
effectively in a wide variety of other subjects and situations. Many of your chosen
destinations after Penketh will require you to have a good grade in this subject. It will
hopefully foster a love of language and literature in all its forms.



ENGLISH LITERATURE (.-

Realising potential

Students will develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking.
Through literature, students will have a chance to develop culturally and acquire
knowledge of literature that covers a wide range of themes. Studying GCSE English
Literature should encourage students to read widely for pleasure, and as
preparation for studying literature at a higher level.

Assessment
To complete this course, you will undertake the following assessments:
e Component 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (50%) 1 Hour 45 Minute Written Examination
e Component 2 - Modern texts and poetry (50%) 2 Hour 15 Minute Written Examination
Homework 1x GCSE
Students will be asked to do pre-reading, re-reading, learning of key quotations and other re-call and re-cap
activities that will consolidate understanding of the texts.

What Could | Study Next?

Upon completion of this course, you could study:
e A Levels in English Literature / Language, Law, History, Media, Film
e BTEC Nationals & Cambridge Technicals in any subject.
A range of undergraduate degrees BA / BSc / BEd / BEng / LLB (Hons)

What Are My Career Opportunities?

Pupils who study English Language could go on to a huge range of jobs/ apprenticeships/ career paths: rs Bradshaw,

e Education / Lawyer / Administrator
e Business / Childcare / Creative & Design
e Digital / Health & Science

\ ! 4/ What knowledge will | learn?

In English Literature, you will be learning about:
e Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet
The 19th-century novel: A Christmas Carol
¢ Modern prose or drama text: J.B Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’
o Poetry: you will study Power & Conflict poetry and learn how to analyse Unseen poetry

M O What Skills Will | Develop?

g In English Literature you will develop the skills of: reading a wide range of classic literature
fluently and with good understanding; reading in-depth, critically and evaluatively, so that you
8 are able to discuss and explain your understanding and idea; writing accurately, effectively and

analytically about your reading, using a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical
terminology.

Why Study English Literature?
Literature unlocks the world, allowing an understanding of culture, history, society and politics

that might otherwise be closed off. It is about people and emotions, unlocking feelings we
might never have seen played out or felt ourselves. It allows humans to think deeply and form
an understanding of issues that might never have been in our consciousness without it. The
skills you will develop in English Literature will allow you access to other literary worlds. And,
besides all that, it can be fun.



MATHEMATICS 0

Pearson

Mathematics is one of the big keys that you need to open the door of further
education for any course that you want to pursue when you leave Penketh High.
You will follow either the Higher course (Grades 9-4) or the Foundation course
(Grades 5-1).

Assessment

There are 3 exam papers each is 1 hour 30 minutes long. The first paper will be non-calculator and papers 2 and 3
are calculator papers.

Homework

Homework is expected to be 1-1.5 hours per week and will include step booklets, exam question packs and GCSE 1x GCSE
papers. Students will use written and electronic material for homework.

What Could | Study Next?
Upon completion of this course, you could study:
e AS / A-Level Maths and Further Maths
¢ A-Level Statistics
e STEM courses at A-level and beyond
e T-Level in Science
e Degree level and post-graduate qualifications in maths/statistics
e A-level and degrees in Economics and Accounting to name but a few

Miss Harding
What Are My Career Opportunities?

Pupils who study Mathematics could go on to work as:
e Accounting / Finance / Business post 16 and post 18 apprenticeships
e Computing and digital industries
e STEM industries such as engineering have apprenticeships and post-graduate courses using maths
e Architect and construction careers
e Careers in medicine

|, What knowledge will | learn?

In Mathematics, you will be learning about topics including numbers, algebra, shape and
space and data handling. Number topics cover all areas of the curriculum such as fractions,
decimals, percentages, ratios and proportions, whilst the algebra aspect involves generalising
findings in @ more abstract way. Shape and space covers the geometry and measures topics
like area and volume so there are many applications to real-life situations here. Data handling
involves statistics and probability.

What Skills Will | Develop?

In Mathematics, you will develop problem-solving and mathematical reasoning. You will learn
how to extract keywords and ideas from mathematical problems and be able to apply correct
knowledge in order to move forward. The work involved incorporates the functional skills that
employers seek, so there are some cross-curricular aspects to the course. Pupils need to be
able to use mental methods to solve problems as well as use a calculator effectively.

Why Study Mathematics?

A good understanding of maths and the ability to calculate efficiently will help you in all
aspects of your future. The language of maths is universal and is one thing that can bring all
people around the world together.




COMBINED SCIENCE (...

Realising potential

This course recognises the impact of Science in everyday life, helping learners
to make informed decisions about current scientific issues. The course covers
key ideas in biology, chemistry and physics.

Assessment

There are six written exams each lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes. There are two papers for each specialism -
biology, chemistry and physics - each accounting for 16.7% of the overall mark.
All students complete a series of practical investigations which are examined as part of the written exams.

Homework

Homework will be set weekly to provide retrieval practice and exam practice questions. This will be set through
Tassomai, which is an online app of multiple-choice questions and Teams which will include video playlists and
practice exam questions.

What Could | Study Next?

Upon completion of this course, you could study:
* A-Levels in Biology / Chemistry / Physics
* BTEC Applied Science / Engineering
e BTEC Health & Social Care
e Apprenticeship

What Are My Career Opportunities?

Pupils who study Science could go on to work in a wide range of professions including:
e Medicine / Nursing / Vet / Paramedic
e Pharmacy/Environmental Scientist
e Engineering/Electrician/Technician
» Teaching/Researcher/Forensics

What knowledge will | learn?

In Science, you will study the following topics:

Biology: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection & Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis &
Response, Inheritance & Evolution, Ecology

Chemistry: Atomic Structure, Periodic Table, Bonding, Properties of Matter, Quantitative
Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy Changes, Rate of Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry,
Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of The Atmosphere, Using Resources

Physics: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves,
Magnetism & Electromagnetism

What Skills Will | Develop?

In Science, you will develop your scientific thinking, experimental skills and strategies as well as
analytical and evaluative skills. We use contemporary and relevant contexts which are taught
through a range of theoretical and practical-based learning activities.

Why Study Science?

Science is a fundamental course which enables students to explain how everything in their day-
to-day lives works. From “What does a plant need to grow?" to “How does mains electricity
work?” This GCSE course explores the key ideas of Science, encouraging students to investigate
and explain their findings.




DIGITAL FUNCTIONAL (¢
SKILLS (ICT)

The Pearson Digital Functional Skills Qualification is an ideal qualification for
learners wishing to develop practical, transferable skills in ICT in order to work
confidently, effectively and independently in life.

Assessment 1x Level 1 Digital

. . . Functional Skills
To complete this course, you will undertake the following assessments:

e Component 1 - External Assessment (100%) 1 Hour 45 Minute Practica IExamination

Homework

Homework will be skills-based to practice those learnt in class.

What Could I Study Next? ‘

Upon completion of this course, you could study: ‘
e Technical level - IT
e Apprenticeship - IT Mrs Thompson

What Are My Career Opportunities?

Almost every career requires basic ICT skills. This course provides a solid foundation to build onin
any career choice.

4 What knowledge will | learn?

Digital Functional Skills is a practical skills-based course focused on the skills listed below.

M O  What skills Will | Develop?

E/[ ¢ Plan solutions to complex tasks by analysing the necessary stages.
e Select, interact with and use ICT systems safely and securely for a complex task.
g ¢ Manage information storage to enable efficient retrieval.

e Use appropriate search techniques to locate and select relevant information from a
variety of sources to meet requirements.

e Enter, develop and refine information using appropriate software.

o Use appropriate software to meet the requirements of a complex data-handling task.

¢ Use communications software (Email)

¢ Combine and present information in ways that are fit for purpose and audience.

Why Study Digital Functional Skills?
N A stepping stone to the successful completion of various wider qualifications and

frameworks, such as apprenticeships. You will develop transferrable skills to use in further
study and employment.



PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Personal Development (PD) is the curriculum subject through which RSHE, PSHE and
Citizenship content is delivered at Penketh High School.

It is a statutory requirement for schools in England to teach Relationships, Sex and Health
Education (RSHE) to all secondary-aged pupils. RSHE enables young people to understand
what healthy relationships look like and how to navigate their personal lives in a positive,
safe and healthy way, and it supports children and young people to keep themselves and
others safe, both on and offline.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) is an important and necessary part of all pupils’ education
and is the subject through which children and young people acquire the knowledge, skills and attributes they need
to stay physically and emotionally healthy, safe and thrive, now and in the future.

Citizenship Education helps to provide pupils with knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full
and active part in society. It equips pupils with the skills and knowledge to explore political and social issues
critically and prepares pupils to take their place in society as responsible citizens, manage their money well and
make sound financial decisions.

Assessment

Personal Development is a non-examined subject.

How will this help me in the future?

PD equips pupils with the knowledge and skills necessary to make safe and informed decisions in a wide variety of
circumstances, providing pupils with the best chance to flourish in everyday life and society both now and in their lives
beyond high school.

/ What knowledge will | learn?

In PD, you will be learning about:
¢ How to engage in discussion and debate relevant to topical and controversial issues.
e Rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms and about laws, justice and democracy.
¢ How to deal with changing situations in their personal and social development.
e How to stay in good health.
* The workplace, careers, enterprise, economic well-being, and financial capability.

™M O What Skills Will | Develop?

B In PD, you will develop:
8 ¢ Teamwork: Students develop the skills necessary to work effectively and efficiently as part
of a group.

e Discussion: Students know how to talk about something in order to reach a decision or to
exchange ideas in a civil manner.

o Debate: Students understand how to engage in an effective formal discussion on a
particular matter.

¢ Questioning: Students know how to question so as to elicit information in a manner
which does not cause offence.

e Decision-making: Students are able to make informed decisions based on their ability
to assess risk and evaluate facts and opinions.

e Coping strategies: Students develop the skills required to deal effectively with difficulties
including stress and anxiety.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Core Physical Education (PE) pupils will participate in a wide range of sports
activities which follow on from the diverse Key Stage 3 PE curriculum. Our aim is
that every pupil leaves Penketh High School with a positive view of physical
activity and health-related exercise. Core PE is mandatory for all pupils to
participate in across Key Stage 4.

Assessment

As Physical Education is a non-examined subject, there are
no formal assessments. However, pupils are given ongoing
formative assessments throughout the different activities
they participate in.

Homework

There is no homework set for core PE at Key Stage 4.

What Could I Study Next?

Upon completion of this course, you could study:
e Sport and Physical Education related courses.

What Are My Career Opportunities?

® PE teacher

e Physiotherapist

e Sports therapist

e Professional athlete
e Sports Scientist

N What knowledge will | learn?

In core PE, you will be learning about different sporting activities both individually
and as part of a team. You will also have the opportunity to take part as a
participant, leader/coach and as an official.

M O  What Skills Will | Develop?

8 In core PE you will develop skills including:
e Teamwork
8 e Cooperation
o Fair play
¢ Leadership skills
o Officiating
e Communication
» Self-Confidence
¢ Self-Esteem

Why Study Core Physical Education?

Physical activity is a significant aspect of leading a well-rounded healthy lifestyle,
S and therefore it is vital that pupils learn about the importance of keeping physically
fit and healthy.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Core Religious Education is a statutory subject, which all pupils have the right to ‘
study. It explores world religions, their beliefs and teachings. It gives pupils an ‘
opportunity to gain knowledge and insight into faith and why it is important for .
individuals who have it and society, whilst developing essential skills for life. Miss Cooper

Assessment

As Religious Education is a non-examined subject, there are no formal assessments. However, pupils are given ongoing
formative assessments throughout the different activities they participate in.

Homework

A range of homework will be set to enhance and affirm the pupil’s knowledge and understanding of what is studied
including investigation and research-based activities.

What Could | Study Next?

Upon completion of this course, you could study:

e A-Levels in Religious Studies, Sociology, Law, Politics, History, English, Psychology and Health and Social Care.

e Degrees in Theology, Philosophy, Law, Sociology, Psychology, Criminology, History, English, Politics, Business, Economics,
Medicine and Social Care.

What Are My Career Opportunities?

Pupils who study Core Religious Education could go on to work in:

e The Charity Sector, Human Resources, Legal Practise, Criminal Justice, Management, Medicine, Politics, Education, Public
Services, Police, Journalism, Youth and Community Work.

What knowledge will | learn?

In Core Religious Education, you will be learning about:
o |Is this Justice?

e Respect
e The only way is ethics

What Skills Will | Develop?

In Core Religious Education, you will develop skills including Explanation, Discussion,
Debating, Application, Evaluation and Communication.

Why Study Religious Studies?

Studying Core Religious Education gives an insight into world religions their beliefs and
teachings, their impact on moral dilemmmas, and their influences on choices and decisions that
are made, have been made and could be made. It also looks at the answers the world religions
provide to the big questions raised about the world we live in. It is a chance to gain an
understanding of and insight into what it means to have faith and what impact faith, can have.
Whilst also developing knowledge, understanding and valuable skills for life.
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