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Knowledge is power.  
Information is 
liberating. 
Education is the 
premise of progress, in 
every society, in every 
family. 
 
Kofi Annan 
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How do I use the Knowledge Organiser booklet for independent home learning? 

Every day you should be studying from your Knowledge Organiser (KO) booklet for home learning, as a minimum expectation. 

The timetable on page 4 in this KO booklet tells you which subjects you should be studying and on which days. It doesn’t matter if you don’t 

have that subject on that day, you just follow the timetable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 

Key instructions: 

 Produce your home learning in your knowledge organiser exercise book. 

 Start a new page for each subject. 

 Bring your knowledge organiser booklet and exercise book to school with you every day. 

 Your parents/carers should sign completed home learning every evening at the top of each page in your knowledge organiser 
exercise book. 

 Your knowledge organiser exercise book will be checked regularly in form time and in lessons. 

 Failure to complete knowledge organiser home learning will result in an after-school detention, where the missed home learning 
will be caught up. 

 You will be regularly quizzed in lessons on knowledge from your knowledge organisers, to support the retention of this key 
information. 

Method 1 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 
minutes 

 Cover the knowledge organiser up 

 Write down as much as you can remember in 
black/blue pen 

 Add all that you couldn’t remember or any 
corrections in green pen. 

Method 2 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 
minutes 

 Use/write exam style questions 

 Answer the questions in black/blue pen 

 Correct/improve your answers in green pen 
 

How does Knowledge Organiser home learning work? 

The knowledge organiser for each subject contains the foundation knowledge 

that is required for that topic for that specific part of the year. Your aim is to 

make sure that by the end of the topic you are able to retain all of the 

knowledge from each subject knowledge organiser. 

For each subject you should follow one of the two methods, and you should do 

one page of knowledge organiser home learning per subject. You are self-

quizzing and self-assessing your knowledge against that in the KO booklet for 

each subject. You are not just taking notes or copying out.  
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Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 
 
Week 1 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 5 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Cultural Capital English   Monday History Drama  

Tuesday Maths Science   Tuesday Music ICT  

Wednesday Art LFL   Wednesday Spark Cultural Capital  

Thursday Drama MFL   Thursday English Maths  

Friday PE Geography   Friday Science Art  

         

Week 2 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 6 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday History Drama   Monday LFL Drama  

Tuesday Music ICT   Tuesday MFL PE  

Wednesday Spark Cultural Capital   Wednesday Geography History  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday Drama Music  

Friday Science Art   Friday ICT Spark  

         

Week 3 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 7 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LFL Drama   Monday Cultural Capital English  

Tuesday MFL PE   Tuesday Maths Science  

Wednesday Geography History   Wednesday Art LFL  

Thursday Drama Music   Thursday Drama MFL  

Friday ICT Spark   Friday PE Geography  

         

Week 4 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 8 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Cultural Capital English   Monday History Drama  

Tuesday Maths Science   Tuesday Music ICT  

Wednesday Art LFL   Wednesday Spark Cultural Capital  

Thursday Drama MFL   Thursday English Maths  

Friday PE Geography   Friday Science Art  
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You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 
Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 
 
Week 9 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 13 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LFL Drama   Monday Cultural Capital English  

Tuesday MFL PE   Tuesday Maths Science  

Wednesday Geography History   Wednesday Art LFL  

Thursday Drama Music   Thursday Drama MFL  

Friday ICT Spark   Friday PE Geography  

         

Week 10 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 14 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Cultural Capital English   Monday History Drama  

Tuesday Maths Science   Tuesday Music ICT  

Wednesday Art LFL   Wednesday Spark Cultural Capital  

Thursday Drama MFL   Thursday English Maths  

Friday PE Geography   Friday Science Art  

         

Week 11 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 15 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday History Drama   Monday LFL Drama  

Tuesday Music ICT   Tuesday MFL PE  

Wednesday Spark Cultural Capital   Wednesday Geography History  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday Drama Music  

Friday Science Art   Friday ICT Spark  

         

Week 12 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature      

Monday LFL Drama       

Tuesday MFL PE       

Wednesday Geography History       

Thursday Drama Music       

Friday ICT Spark       
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Reading Log 
Use this reading log to record the books that you read and how long you have spent reading them during this term 
 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Books read (title and author Time 
spent 
reading 

Signature 

1 
 
 

          

2 
 
 

          

3 
 
 

          

4 
 
 

          

5 
 
 

          

6 
 
 

          

7 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Books read (title and author Time 
spent 
reading 

Signature 

8 
 
 

          

9 
 
 

          

10 
 
 

          

11 
 
 

          

12 
 
 

          

13 
 
 

          

14 
 
 

          

15 
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Key Words for Term 1 

sector established period 

available authority context 

financial major significant 

process issues similar 

individual labour 
 specific occur 
 principle economic 
 estimate involved 
 variables percent 
 method interpretation 
 data consistent 
 research income 
 contract structure 
 environment legal 
 

export concept 
 source formula 
 assessment section 
 policy required 
 identified constitutional 
 create analysis 
 derived distribution 
 factors function 
 procedure area 
 definition approach 
 assume role 
 theory legislation 
 benefit indicate 
 evidence response 
 

Key Words 

Having a broad vocabulary is very important in helping you to make progress.  Each term we will provide you 

with a bank of words so that you can learn the definition and practice spelling, your subjects teachers will be 

looking for opportunities for you to use these words within your work.  Your form tutor will be working with 

you during registration time to check your understanding of the words.  Over the course of the term it’s 

important for you to; 

 Establish the definitions for all of the words  

 Learn how to spell each word 

 Develop example sentences that use the words and try and use these words in your work across the 

subjects you study 

Key Dates Early Norman History of Britain 

Date Event 

28th September 1066 William of Normandy lands on the South Coast of England 

14th October 1066 Battle of Hastings – The invading Normans defeat the Saxons completing the Norman conquest 

25th December 1066 William of Normandy is crowned King William I of England 

1070 The Normans start to build Canterbury Castle 

1077 Bayeux Tapestry is completed, depicting the events at the battle of Hastings 

1078 The Normans start to build the Tower of London 

1085 The Domesday Book, an inventory of Britain is compiled 

Extended Understanding 

Who were the Normans? 

Complete some research into the Bayeux Tapestry, what was it and why was it important? 

Complete some research into the Domesday book, what was it and why was it important? 
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British Value  Definition 
Democracy A political system based upon the concept of people 

having the power to decide. The word comes from 
the Ancient Greek for people and power.  

Individual Liberty  The Concept that in a modern democracy people 
have the freedom to make their own choices and 
decisions. 

The Rule of Law A basic principle of a democratic society that the law 
applies equally to all people.  

 Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs, 
and for those without 
faith. 

A concept based upon the idea that in a modern 
society people show understanding of others with 
differing views and opinions.  

1. The sports football, rugby, golf, and cricket were all invented in the United Kingdom. 

2. England is the largest country in the United Kingdom. 

3. Big Ben in London actually doesn’t refer to the clock. Big Ben is the bell that is located in the clock tower. 

4. The United Kingdom includes the following countries: Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, and England. 

5. England is the most populous country in the United Kingdom. 

6. London, England was the first city in the world to have an undergound subway system. 

7. Queen Elizabeth became the longest-reigning monarch in the United Kingdom in 2015. 

8. 165 million cups of tea per day are consumed in the United Kingdom. 

9. After hosting the 2012 Olympics, London became the first city to host the games three times. 

10. Windsor Palace is the oldest and largest occupied castle in the world. 

Why do you need to know about British Values? Understanding 

British values is an important way to enable you to embrace the 

key values that you need to be equipped for life in modern British 

society. Through understanding the British values of Democracy, 

the Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect, and 

Acceptance for those with different faiths and beliefs, you will 

develop self-knowledge, be better able to make the right choices 

and make contributions to the school and the wider community. 

Facts about the UK 

British Values 
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Context:   Key Texts   

William Wordsworth: Major English Romantic poet. Born: April 1870 Died: 
April 1850. Heavily inspired by Nature and his sister Dorothy.  

Daffodils  Symbolising rebirth and new beginnings, the daffodil is virtually synonymous 
with spring. Though their botanic name is narcissus, daffodils are sometimes 
called jonquils, and in England, because of their long association with Lent, 
they're known as the "Lent Lily." 

Carol Ann Duffy: Poet Laureate of 2009-2019 
Best known for writing love poems that often take the forms of monologues. 
Contrasting traditional poetry, Duffy likes to use a conversational style.   

Valentine Valentine is a poem that offers an unconventional approach to the traditional, 
romantic, commercially driven idea of a sugar coated Valentine's day. 

John Cooper Clarke: First became famous during the Punk era of the late 
1970’s. Performance poet – his poetry is to be performed. The modern band, 
The Artic Monkeys lifted some of the lines of his poetry for their own track.  

I Wanna 
be Yours 

A humorous poem by John Cooper Clarke, which explores the infatuation of the 
narrator with their romantic interest. 

W.H Auden: American-English poet Born: 1907,  Died: 1973 Auden's poetry 
was noted for its stylistic and technical achievement, its engagement with 
politics, morals, love, and religion, and its variety in tone, form and content. 

Funeral 
Blues 

The poem is of the narrative type, as it tells the story of the death of somebody 
and how that has affected the speaker. The narrator talks about how he feels 
after somebody important has passed. 

Derek Walcott: Saint Lucian poet and playwright. He received the 1992 Nobel 
Prize in Literature. He was the University of Alberta's first distinguished 
scholar in residence, where he taught undergraduate and graduate writing 
courses.  

Love after 
Love  

Love After Love is an unusual love poem which concentrates on loving the self, 
the inner self, following the breakdown of a relationship. It's main theme is that 
of becoming whole again through self-recognition. 

British writer, dub poet and Rastafarian. He was included in The Times list of 
Britain's top 50 post-war writers in 2008. 

No 
Problem  

No Problem is an ideal example of a poem that utilises a voice that comes 
straight from the poet: Benjamin Zephaniah. The main focus of the poem is 
stereotypes.  

Robert Browning: One of the most famous Victorian poets for his mastery of 
the dramatic monologue. Much of his education was conducted at home by 
his father.  

My Last 
Duchess 

The true significance of the title is only discovered at the end of the poem, 
when the dramatic monologue is placed into context and the reader realises 
who the duke is speaking to about his former wife. 

Willy Russell: Working class Liverpudlian, he began his working life as a 
hairdresser in Liverpool.  

Blood 
Brothers  

Blood Brothers is a musical with book, lyrics, and music by Willy Russell. The 
story is a contemporary nature versus nurture plot, revolving around fraternal 
twins Mickey and Eddie, who were separated at birth, one subsequently being 
raised in a wealthy family, the other in a poor family. 

John Steinbeck: Won the Noble Prize in Literature for his keen social 
perception and sympathetic humour. Born in California, which is the setting 
of the text. His novels deal with the problems of rural labour.  

Of Mice 
and Men  

Of Mice and Men tells the story of George Milton and Lennie Small, two 
displaced migrant ranch workers, who move from place to place in California in 
search of new job opportunities during the Great Depression in the United 
States. 
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Semantic Field A set of words grouped by meaning, referring to a 

specific subject. 
Imagery Visually descriptive or figurative language, especially in a literary 

work. 

Figurative Language Using words or expressions to convey a meaning that is 
different from the literal interpretation. 

Structure The way the poet has organised the poem on the page e.g. 
number of stanzas, lines per stanza, breaks in between 
lines and stanzas. 

Alliteration The occurrence of the same consonant letter or sound 
at the beginning of adjacent or closely connected words. 

Intertextuality The relationship between texts, especially literary ones. 

Sibilance A more specific type of alliteration that relies on the 
repetition of soft consonant sounds in words to create a 
whooshing or hissing sound in the writing. 

Emotive 
Language 

Language that creates emotions in the reader. 

Pathetic Fallacy Pathetic fallacy is a kind of personification that gives 
human emotions to inanimate objects of nature; for 
example, referring to weather features reflecting a 
mood. 

Verse A single line of a poem, arranged rhythmically in metrical 
feet 

Stanza A stanza is a group of lines that act like sentences.   The 
sentences combine to make stanzas, or paragraphs of 
poetry. 

Rhyme 
Scheme 

The pattern of rhyme in a poem. 

Phonetic Spelling Phonetic Spelling is the representation of vocal sounds 
which express pronunciations of words. It is a system 
of spelling in which each letter represents invariably the 
same spoken sound. 

Simile Comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ 

Allegory A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to 
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political 
one. 

Couplet A two line stanza. 

Repetition When something is said more than once for effect. Caesura A break between words within a metrical foot. 
Metaphor A figure of speech that describes an object or action in a 

way that isn't literally true but helps explain an idea or 
make a comparison 

Hyperbole Exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken 
literally 

Personification Giving human characteristics to something non-human, 
or the representation of an abstract quality in human 
form. 
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Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Communication  The ability to share ideas and feelings effectively  Vocal Skills  Are the use of voice used to communicate meaning, such as pitch, pace and 

pause 

Confidence  The ability to share ideas and perform ideas 

effectively and with ease  

Pitch  Can be the high or low pitch of your voice, high pitch maybe female, scared 

or excited. 

Co-operation  The willingness to be helpful in developing ideas in 

your group  

Pace The speed in which words are delivered to communicate a given/ intended 

meaning to the audience  

Still Image A frozen moment that communicates meaning to the 

audience  

Pause Can be used to create dramatic tension  

Facial Expressions  Where emotions are conveyed to the audience 

through the use of movement in the face  

Choral Speaking  Can be used to create atmosphere or communicate an intended meaning to 

an audience. It uses layered language of key words and phrases.  

Body language  Is a movement position with the body that 

communicates meaning for the audience  

Slow motion Can be used to highlight a key moment or scene in the drama, it is drama 

action that takes place in a ‘slow’ pace.  

Gestures  A hand movement that communicates meaning and 

emotions to the audience  

Flashforward  Can be used to take the drama forward in time, giving the audience 

additional information.  

Movement Skills  Can be used by the actor to communicate meaning 

and emotion, these can be facial expressions, 

gestures, body language  

Flashback  Can be used to take the drama back in time, giving the audience information 

about what has happened previously. 

Forum Theatre  A rehearsal technique where the audience take on 

the role of the spec-actors to give immediate 

feedback to the actors. The spec – actor may give 

verbal feedback or swap places with the actor to 

model improvement.  

Welfare A service provided in Penketh High School should students feel overwhelmed 

or presented with issues that are out of their control. Students can seek 

support from highly qualified and dedicated staff.  
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Topic: About the UK 

Key words and definitions 

Asylum seeker A person who flees to another country for safety and asks 
for permission to stay there  

Multicultural  Has different ethnic groups 

Climate What the weather in a place is usually like, over the year National To do with the whole country  

Continent  One of Earth’s great land masses; there are seven 
continents  

North Atlantic Drift A warm current in the Atlantic Ocean; it keeps the weather 
on the west coast of Britain mild in the winter 

Country Humans have divided continents into political units called 
countries 

Population The number of people living in a place 

Economic migrants People who move to a new place to find work and to 
improve their standard of living 

Population density  The average number of people living in a place, per square 
kilometre 

Emigrant A person who leaves his or her own country to settle in 
another country  

Prevailing winds The ones that blow most often; in the UK they are south 
west 

Immigrant A person who moves here from another country, to live  Rural area An area that is mainly countryside but may have villages 
and small towns 

Invader Enters a country to attack it  Urban area A built-up area (town or city) 

Leeward Sheltered from the wind Weather The state of the atmosphere  

Local To do with the area around you Windward Facing into the wind  

Migrant A person who moves to another part of the country  or 
another country, often just to work for a while 
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Key Vocabulary Definition 

How has Warrington changed over time? 

Historian  A person who studies the events of the past, usually by working with written sources, paintings and objects left behind.  

Evidence Material that can be used to learn about an event or individual to help decide if something is true. 

Interpretation A modern view of a historical event.  

Chronology  Putting things into the order that they happened.  

Timeline A record of events marked in chronological order. 

Change  When something becomes different 

Continuity When something stays the same 

Sources  Usually pictures and texts from the time of the event.  

Provenance Where something comes from (i.e. its origin).  

Inference To use information and reach a conclusion on its meaning.  

Judgement  To make a decision on something, or to reach an overall conclusion. 

Significance How important an event or individual is/was. 

What was England like before 1066? 

Hunter-gatherers  People who survive by hunting, fishing, and gathering wild food. 

Celts  A group of people who lived in England, they arrived around 500 BC. 

Romans A group of people who had a well-established Empire invaded Britain in AD 43. 

Conquer To take control of a place using military foce. 

Anglo-Saxon Someone born in Britain after the Romans left. They originally came from Germany and Belgium.   

Invade  The use of armed force to enter a country. 

Raid  A surprise attack on an enemy. 

Archaeology  Studying the past usually by excavating (digging) for the remains that have left behind.  

Farming The activity or business of growing crops and raising livestock 

Lords  A man of noble rank or high office; a nobleman. 

Peasants The bottom of the social system. They were given small pieces of land to farm on. In return they had to work on the land and 
provide taxes and food. 

Invaders  People who come to try and take over a country. 

Danelaw  The part of England where Danish (Viking) power had been strongest and which had kept some of its Danish laws instead of 
Anglo-Saxon ones. This limited the king’s power. 

Settlers  People who move to live in a new area. 

Military Use of soldiers or an army.  
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Why was England a battlefield in 1066? 

Succession   Who should be the next King or Queen. 

Heir  The person who inherits (take over) after a King or Queen dies. 

Claimants  Person who claimed that they should be King. 

Witan Group of men from the Church and Earls who advised the King. They had the final decision on who would be King after Edward 
died.   

Battle of Fulford  On 20 Sep 1066, Tostig and Hardrada attacked York. The Anglo-Saxon army led by Edwin and Morcar was defeated, although 
Edwin and Morcar did survive the battle.   

Stamford Bridge A complete success for Harold. A surprise attack which resulted in Hardrada and Tostig’s death. 

Viking A group of people from Norway who invaded countries including England.  

Shield Wall  Anglo Saxon tactic (way of fighting a battle.) The soldiers would stand close together and put their shields up; making a wall 
that was hard to break. 

Housecarls  Godwinson’s best soldiers. They were well trained and very loyal to him. Heavy axes could take down horses. 

Fyrd  The ordinary men of the Saxon army. Each 5 hides provided one man. 

Knights  Soldiers who had devastating charge potential, height advantage from riding their horse which meant they were able to strike 
downwards in combat.  

Archers  A soldier who was skilled at battling with a bow and arrows 

Foot soldiers A mixture of Normans and soldiers-for-hire from all over Europe. Most were probably not trained to fight in co-ordination with 
the Norman knights. 

Battle of Hastings  Battle fought between Godwinson and William of Normandy. The battle lasted all day. William wins because of his skills as a 
leader, his tactics and luck. 

Bayeux Tapestry  An embroidered cloth, about 70 metres (230 feet) long, illustrating events leading up to the Norman Conquest and 
made between 1066 and 1077 for the bishop of Bayeux in Normandy 

Tactics  An action or strategy carefully planned to achieve a specific result 

How did William take control after 1066? 

Coronation  When somebody is officially made King or Queen. 

Terror To put fear into somebody to gain control of them. 

Harrying of the North William punished the North of England for rebelling against him by sending soldiers to burn crops and houses, which caused 
starvation. 

Motte and Bailey 
Castles 

Castles built by William to keep watch on the English. They were made up of a tall hill (motte) with a lookout tower (keep) on 
top to keep watch. Below there was a small village (a Bailey) 

Palisade  A wooden fence that protects the Motte and Bailey. 
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Keep  A strong wooden tower that provided a look out. 

Feudal system  A system that showed how important people were depending on how much land they had. William gave land to his barons, 
who gave smaller amounts to their knights, who gave strips of land to peasants.   

Domesday Survey A survey of England that how much land there was in England, as well as what was on the land, such as animals and houses. 
This was used to decide how much tax was owed. 

Tax  Money that must be paid usually to the government or the king. 

Loyalty  To show your support for someone or something. 

Barons  Below the King. They were mostly Normans and William gave them land in return for loyalty. 

Land ownership A person who owns the land. 

Church  A place of religious worship. 

Forest Laws  English forests owned by William to go hunting on. If anyone else hunted on them they were punished.   

Murdrum Fine A fine that the Normans would use if one of their men was killed by an Anglo-Saxon.  
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