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Knowledge is power.  

Information is 

liberating. 

Education is the 

premise of progress, in 

every society, in every 

family. 

 

Kofi Annan 
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How do I use the Knowledge Organiser booklet for independent home learning? 

Every day you should be studying from your Knowledge Organiser (KO) booklet for home learning, as a minimum expectation. 

The timetable on page 4 in this KO booklet tells you which subjects you should be studying and on which days. It doesn’t matter if you don’t 
have that subject on that day, you just follow the timetable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 

Key instructions: 

 Produce your home learning in your knowledge organiser exercise book. 

 Start a new page for each subject. 

 Bring your knowledge organiser booklet and exercise book to school with you every day. 

 Your parents/carers should sign completed home learning every evening at the top of each page in your knowledge organiser 

exercise book. 

 Your knowledge organiser exercise book will be checked regularly in form time and in lessons. 

 Failure to complete knowledge organiser home learning will result in an after-school detention, where the missed home learning 

will be caught up. 

 You will be regularly quizzed in lessons on knowledge from your knowledge organisers, to support the retention of this key 

information. 

Method 1 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 

minutes 

 Cover the knowledge organiser up 

 Write down as much as you can remember in 

black/blue pen 

 Add all that you couldn’t remember or any 
corrections in green pen. 

Method 2 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 

minutes 

 Use/write exam style questions 

 Answer the questions in black/blue pen 

 Correct/improve your answers in green pen 

 

How does Knowledge Organiser home learning work? 

The knowledge organiser for each subject contains the foundation knowledge 

that is required for that topic for that specific part of the year. Your aim is to 

make sure that by the end of the topic you are able to retain all of the 

knowledge from each subject knowledge organiser. 

For each subject you should follow one of the two methods, and you should do 

one page of knowledge organiser home learning per subject. You are self-

quizzing and self-assessing your knowledge against that in the KO booklet for 

each subject. You are not just taking notes or copying out.  
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Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 

 

Week 1 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 5 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday English Maths   Monday English Maths  

Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Wednesday LfL Option 1   Wednesday LfL Option 1  

Thursday Option 2 Option 3   Thursday Option 2 Option 3  

Friday English Maths   Friday English Maths  

         

Week 2 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 6 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Tuesday LfL Option 1   Tuesday LfL Option 1  

Wednesday Option 2 Option 3   Wednesday Option 2 Option 3  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday English Maths  

Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

         

Week 3 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 7 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LfL Option 1   Monday LfL Option 1  

Tuesday Option 2 Option 3   Tuesday Option 2 Option 3  

Wednesday English Maths   Wednesday English Maths  

Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Friday LfL Option 1   Friday LfL Option 1  

         

Week 4 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 8 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Option 2 Option 3   Monday Option 2 Option 3  

Tuesday English Maths   Tuesday English Maths  

Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Thursday LfL Option 1   Thursday LfL Option 1  

Friday Option 2 Option 3   Friday Option 2 Option 3  

 

You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 

Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 
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Week 9 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 13 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday English Maths   Monday English Maths  

Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Wednesday LfL Option 1   Wednesday LfL Option 1  

Thursday Option 2 Option 3   Thursday Option 2 Option 3  

Friday English Maths   Friday English Maths  

         

Week 10 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 14 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Tuesday LfL Option 1   Tuesday LfL Option 1  

Wednesday Option 2 Option 3   Wednesday Option 2 Option 3  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday English Maths  

Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

         

Week 11 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 15 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LfL Option 1   Monday LfL Option 1  

Tuesday Option 2 Option 3   Tuesday Option 2 Option 3  

Wednesday English Maths   Wednesday English Maths  

Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Friday LfL Option 1   Friday LfL Option 1  

         

Week 12 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature      

Monday Option 2 Option 3       

Tuesday English Maths       

Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci       

Thursday LfL Option 1       

Friday Option 2 Option 3       
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Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Algorithm Sets out a sequence of steps, that, 

when executed, will carry out a specific 

task. 

Computational thinking Take a complex problem, understand 

what the problem is and develop 

possible solutions by thinking logically. 

Flowchart A diagram which shows the breakdown 

of a task or system into all of the 

necessary steps. 

 

Each step is represented by a symbol 

and connecting lines show the step-by-

step progression through the task. 

Abstraction 

 

Representing 'real world' problems in a 

computer using variables and symbols 

and removing unnecessary elements 

from the problem. 

Variable A named value which can be changed as 

the program is running. 
Decomposition 

 

Breaking down a large problem into 

smaller sub-problems. 

Pseudocode A method of writing up a set of 

instructions for a computer program 

using plain English. This is a good way of 

planning a program before coding. 

Algorithmic thinking Identifying the steps involved in solving 

a problem. 

Sequence Sequence is one of the three basic logic 

flows in computing programming. 

Sequence means to set down 

instructions one after another for the 

computer to execute in turn 

Data type Programming languages store data as 

different types. For example: 

Character 

String 

Integer 

Boolean 

Real (Float) 

Selection One of the three basic logic structures 

in computer programming. A question 

is asked, and depending on the answer, 

the program takes one of two courses 

of action, after which the program 

moves on to the next event. 

Boolean This is a data type and refers to an 

expression or variable that can have 

only a true or false value e.g. on/off, 

true/false, male/female 

Iteration Repetition of a mathematical or 

computational procedure. In computer 

programming 'iteration' is used to loop 

Character A single letter, number or symbol 
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around and around a piece of code until 

a condition is met. 

Integer Refers to a number data type which 

will only store whole numbers. 

String Used to represent text, it is a 

collection of characters 

Real A number that is allowed to have 

decimal points. Also referred to as 

float. 

Arithmetic operators >              greater than 

>= greater than or equal 

< less than 

<=            less than or equal 

= equal (in Python written ==) 

<> not equal  (in Python  !=) 

System Life Cycle A process of stages which are 

followed during the development of 

a new ICT system. 

Success criteria 

 

Refer to measurable terms of what the 

outcomes of a project that are 

acceptable to the end user. 

Casting Used in programming to change the 

data type. 

Constant A named value which cannot be 

changed as the program is running. 
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Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Project life cycle The Project Life Cycle refers to the four-

step process that is followed by nearly 

all project managers in order to 

complete a project. 

Evaluation The final stage/phase of the project life 

cycle 

Initiation The first stage/phase of the project life 

cycle 

Iterative/phase reviews On-going reviews after each phase of 

the project life cycle has been 

completed. 

Planning 

 

The second stage/phase of the project 

life cycle 

Constraint A limitation or restriction, for example 

time. 

Execution 

 

The third stage/phase of the project life 

cycle. 

Mitigate to reduce the impact of something. 

SMART objective When setting objectives for a project 

they should be: 

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 

Realistic and Timely. 

Gantt chart A planning tool that is a visual method 

of showing the proposed timing of each 

task needed to complete a project. 

PERT chart A planning tool – Project Evaluation and 

Review Technique 

Visualisation diagram A planning tool that is a rough drawing 

of what the final product will look like. 

Critical path Shows the longest path but shortest 

time that a project can be completed in. 

Flow chart A planning tool showing the steps, 

decisions and outputs in a process 

Concurrent Tasks that can be completed at the 

same time. 

Contingency time Spare time built into a project plan that 

can be used if all tasks are not 

completed on time. It ensures the 

project still completes on time. 

Success criteria The standards by which the project will 

be judged at the end to decide whether 

or not it has been successful in the eyes 

of the stakeholders. 
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Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Devised Drama  frequently called collective creation - is a method of 

theatre-making in which the script or  performance 

score originates from collaborative, often improvisatory 

work by a performing ensemble 

Stimulus / 

Stimuli 

In a drama, stimuli are resources that are used to establish the context, 

focus and purpose of the dramatic topic being presented. Materials 

used as stimuli can be visual or aural in nature and can represent 

various genres and forms of either Western theatre or theatre 

traditions from other cultures. 

Theatre In 

Education 

Characteristics  

 There is a clear aim and educational objective 

running throughout. 

 A small cast so actors must be versatile and 

often have to multi-role. 

 A low budget so actors often play instruments 

too. 

 The production must be portable so the design 

is simple and representational. 

 They explore issues from various viewpoints, so 

we can see the effect of an action upon a range 

of people. 

 There is some level of audience involvement. 

 They are rarely wholly naturalistic because 

direct address or narration is used to engage 

the audience. 

 The costumes are simple and representational, 

especially if actors have to multi-role. 

 They may include facts and figures to educate 

the audience. 

 They may have a strong message or moral 

running throughout. 

How is TIE 

used:  
Theatre in education can be used to create different kinds of 

productions: Performances designed to stimulate reaction and 

participation from its small audience, perhaps through role play and 

debate. The work could be supported by resource materials. 

 As above but specifically targeting an area for a particular year 

group in a school’s PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) 
curriculum. 

 Plays designed for a young audience, that could be based on a 

traditional story, and allowing a range of follow-up activities if 

desired. 

 Activities for very young children, linked by a story with the 

opportunities for involvement. 

 Dramatised activities for an adult age group with specific needs, 

eg preparing for employment or learning parenting skills. 

 A play designed for an elderly audience, eg in a care home, 

perhaps drawing on memories and engaging active participation 

in this way. 

 

Konstantin 

Stanislavski 

It’s very easy to over-simplify the method of Konstantin 

Stanislavski, one of the greatest and most influential of 

modern theatre practitioners. The main thing to 

Naturalism Naturalism is a movement in European drama and theatre that 

developed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It refers to theatre 

that attempts to create an illusion of reality through a range of dramatic 
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remember is that he takes the approach that the actors 

should really inhabit the role that they are playing. So 

the actor shouldn’t only know what lines he needs to 
say and the motivation for those lines, but also every 

detail of that character’s life offstage as well as 

onstage. In this way we can establish Stanislavski as a 

director and practitioner whose productions are 

naturalistic. 

and theatrical strategies. 

Bertolt Brecht  German playwright, Bertolt Brecht's ideas are very 

influential. He wanted to make the audience think, and 

used a range of devices to remind them that they were 

watching theatre and not real life. 

Epic Theatre Brecht was against cathartic theatre. He believed that while the 

audience believed in the action onstage and became emotionally 

involved they lost the ability to think and to judge. He wanted his 

audiences to remain objective and distant from emotional involvement 

so that they could make considered and rational judgements about any 

social comment or issues in his work. To do this he used a range of 

theatrical devices or techniques so that the audience were reminded 

throughout that they were watching theatre; a presentation of life, not 

real life itself. His kind of theatre was called Epic theatre. He called the 

act of distancing the audience from emotional involvement the 

verfremdungseffekt. 

Direct Address Speaking directly to the audience breaks the fourth wall 

and destroys any illusion of reality. An example would 

be the moment where Grusha pleads to save baby 

Michael in The Caucasian Chalk Circle by Brecht: I 

brought him up, shall I also tear him to bits? I can’t. 

Narration  Narration is used to remind the audience that what they’re watching is 
a presentation of a story. Sometimes the narrator will tell us what 

happens in the story before it has happened. This is a good way of 

making sure that we don’t become emotionally involved in the action to 
come as we already know the outcome. 

Gestus  Gestus, another Brechtian technique, is a clear 

character gesture or movement used by the actor that 

captures a moment or attitude rather than delving into 

emotion. So every gesture was important. Brecht and 

his actors studied photographs of the plays in rehearsal 

to ensure each moment worked effectively. Could the 

audience tell by the actor’s gestures alone what was 
happening in the scene? 

Spass  Spass was also an excellent way to break the tension. Brecht needed to 

break rising tension to stop the audience from following characters on 

their emotional journey. It might be used in the form of a comic song, 

slapstick or physical comedy or even a stand-up routine. It’s ‘silliness’ in 
effect but often makes strong social comment in the way it’s used in the 
treatment of a serious subject. 
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Choreographic Processes 

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreography The creation of dance, making a dance 

 

Choreographic 

Processes 

How a choreography is developed and created 

Stimulus The idea, theme, starting point of a 

choreography 

Research The process of finding out and gathering information 

relating to the stimulus 

 

Improvisation The process of generating dance 

actions, phrases and ideas 

 

Collaboration A process that can happen during improvisation – 

choreographer will work with the dancers to generate 

ideas 

Select and 

discard 

The sorting process – keeping what is 

effective and taking out what is not 

until you have motif phrases that 

effectively show intention 

Motif An action or phrase that is generated during 

improvisation and selection. A motif will repeat and 

develop numerous times in a choreography 

Development The process of using choreographic 

devices to repeat motifs in interesting 

ways 

 

Choreographic 

devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to develop them so 

that the motif maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Structuring The process of deciding the order, 

sections and arrangement of the 

choreography 

Transition Moments that link one section of the dance to another 

to make it complete 

 

Refine The process of polishing the 

choreography so that it is as effective 

as possible, this will involve making 

small adjustments and changes 

Rehearsal The process of preparing the choreography for performance. 

This should not involve making changes, but should focus on 

ensuring all dancers know every detail. Rehearsal cycle and 

rehearsal skills should be used in this phase 
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Dance Structures   

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Structure and 

Form 

The organisation of a choreography, 

the order, sections, and arrangement 

of motif phrases  

 

Binary A dance with two parts / sections (AB) 

 

Ternary A dance with three parts / sections 

where the first part is developed (ABA) 

 

 

Rondo A dance with a verse / chorus structure the verses are 

different and the choruses are developed (ABACADA) 

Theme and 

Variation 

A dance with one main motif phrase 

that continually repeats and develops 

(A1A2A3A4) 

 

Narrative A structure that tells a story progressing through from 

beginning to middle to end 

 

Episodic A structure that contains a series of 

scenes (episodes) that are linked by a 

theme or idea 

 

Logical Sequence Often found in narrative choreography this is the 

natural order and flow of dance sections to create a 

choreography that makes sense 

 

Choreographic Devices – ACTION  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Repetition Doing the motif again in the exact same way 

 

Fragmentation Breaking the motif into single actions 

(fragments) and putting it back 

together in a new order 

Opposition Switching the side of the body the actions are danced on 

for e.g. starting the motif with the left arm if it originally 

began on the right. When combined with facing can 

create MIRRORING 
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Retrograde Performing the motif phrase 

backwards (like it is being rewound) 

 

Reversal Performing the motif phrase in the reverse order 

 

 

 

Highlight Making one element, feature or part of 

the choreography stand out on 

purpose 

 

Climax A dramatic moment in a choreography, similar to 

highlight but usually at the end of a section or the end 

of the dance 

 

Different body 

part 

Developing the motif so that it uses a 

different body part for example 

performing an arm gesture with a leg 

instead  

 

Turn into gesture Making all of the actions in a motif become purely 

gestural 

 

Choreographic Devices – DYNAMICS 

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Speed Changing how sudden or sustained the action is – how 

long it takes to perform 

Energy Changing how heavy or light the action 

is – the amount of effort in the action 

 

Continuity Changing how legato or staccato the action is – making 

the actions flow more or less 
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Choreographic Devices – SPACE  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Personal space / 

general space 

Changing the amount of space the motif uses by keeping 

it on the spot or making it travel 

Direct pathway 

/ Flexible 

pathway 

Changing how a motif travels by using 

straight lines or curving arcs  

 

 

Levels Changing the level the motif is performed on – low, 

middle, high 

 

Size of action Changing the amount of space a motif 

uses 

Formation Changing the placement, pattern or arrangement of the 

dancers  

 

 

Spatial 

proximity 

 

Changing how close together or far 

apart dancers are placed 

 

 

Facings Changing the position of the dancer in relation to the 

front  

 

Direction Changing the way the motif travels in 

relation to the front 

 

Placement on 

stage 

Changing where in the space a motif is performed (CS, 

DS, US, SL, SR, DSL, USL, DSR, USR, CSL, CSR) 
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Choreographic Devices – RELATIONSHIPS  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs 

to develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Unison All dancers perform the motif at the same time 

 

Simple canon One dancer performs the motif, 

stops, then next dancer performs the 

same motif 

Overlapping 

canon 

One dancer performs a motif, the next dancer performs 

the same motif starting before the first dancer has 

finished – like a Mexican Wave 

Simultaneous 

canon 

Each dancer performs the same motif 

phrase but starts it at a different 

point. For example if a phrase has 8 

actions in it one dancer might start 

on action 1 and end on action 8 but 

another might start on action 5 and 

end on action 4 

Accumulative 

canon 

One dancer begins the motif phrase. Other dancers are 

‘picked up’ into the phrase as it is being danced. For 
example dancer 1 starts on action 1, dancer 2 picks up 

on action 2 etc. 

 

De-accumulative 

canon 

The opposite of accumulation – 

dancers ‘drop off’ the phrase one at a 
time 

Contact Developing the motif to include touch, lifts, balances 

and partner work 

 

Manipulation Developing the motif to include one 

dancer affecting other dancer 

WITHOUT touching them. One dancer 

controls the actions of another 

Question and 

answer 

One dancer performs a motif movement or phrase 

whilst her partner is still. The partner then responds 

with their own motif movement or phrase in reply that 

is DIFFERENT, whilst the first dancer is still 

 

Complementary Developing the motif to include 

moments that are similar but not 

identical 

Contrasting The opposite to complementary, developing the motif 

to include moments that are different 

 

Number of dancers Developing the motif to include more 

or less dancers in solos, duets, trios, 

quartets and ensembles 
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Features of Production - PHYSICAL SETTING 

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Physical setting Everything we SEE in a choreography 

other than the dance content itself 

Performance 

environment 

The space the choreography takes place in  

Proscenium arch A type of stage that contains an arch 

or opening to create the effect of a 

picture frame. The arch separates the 

stage from the auditorium. 

End-stage A performance space where the audience sit along one 

side 

Site-sensitive A choreography that is performed in 

a space that gives added meaning to 

the work (usually a non-theatrical 

space) 

In-the -round A space where the audience sit around all sides of the 

performance. The performance can be viewed from all 

sides.  

Narrative An aspect that tells a story Symbolic An aspect that suggests an idea 

Abstract An aspect that is linked 

independently to the choreography – 

not narrative or symbolic.   

Stage setting The elements and items seen on the stage that the 

performers do not touch 

Properties The elements and items seen on the 

stage that the performers touch and 

use during the choreography 

Costume What is worn by the performers 

Lighting The lights, haze and effects used 

during the choreography 

Style The type of costume, lighting, set design used. This can 

relate to era – eg a 1920’s style, or dance style – eg 

urban, or can identify culture – eg a tribal style.    

Historical 

context 

How a time in history is referenced / 

identified / included in the physical 

setting choices. 

Status How important or not something is.  

character The person or thing a dancer is 

playing (pretending to be). 

Gender specific A costume that would stereotypically be worn by a male 

or a female. 
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GCSE Crime and Punishment, c.1000 - Present 

1. C.1000 – c.1500: Medieval England 

C.1000-c1500 Crime 

Crimes against the person Examples of these include murder, assault, public disorder and rape.  

Crimes against property Arson, theft (such as stealing crops or poaching) or counterfeiting coins.  

Law maker Laws are made by the people who govern the country (the King). The Church also played an important role.  

Social crime A crime that is considered acceptable to many people.  

c.1000-c.1066  Anglo-Saxon law enforcement  

Society Most people lived in small hamlets or on farms, or in villages and a few small towns (burhs).  

Collective responsibility Everyone knew everyone else and most people had a strong sense of duty to each other.  

Tithings Shires were split into areas called hundreds and each hundred was divided into ten men. Responsible for policing.  

Hue and cry The victim or a witness to a crime raised a “hue and cry” by shouting to alert others. Chase and catch the criminal.  
Courts Royal courts were national courts that dealt with serious cases, shire courts for lesser and hundred courts for petty.  

Oaths Making a declaration before God that you are innocent.  

Shire reeve Later the sheriff, was a local man chosen by the community to take criminals to courts and make sure they were punished.  

Anglo-Saxon punishments 
Retribution A severe punishment, meant to match the severity of the crime.  

Deterrent A frightening or painful punishment, designed to put other people off committing the same crime.  

Corporal A physically painful punishment (e.g. flogging or maiming).  

Capital The death penalty.   

Wergild ‘Man Price’ The system of paying compensation to victims of crime was common. The amount you paid depended on the social status of the victim (class, gender). For example 

a noble was a large sum and a serf was very little. Included to replace ‘blood feuds’.  
1066 Norman laws and crime 

Forest Laws About 30% of England became ‘Royal Forest’, which William I and the Norman nobility used for hunting.  
Poaching Illegal hunting on land that belongs to someone else.  

Rebellions A crime against authority that was punished harshly. William even punished those not directly involved.  

Norman law enforcement 

Castles Designed to keep a careful watch on communities and look intimidating. Showed strong royal authority.  

Trial by combat Two people with an argument over land or money would fight to the death or submission.  

Forester Chosen by the Normans to police the Royal Forests. They were feared and hated by local communities.  

Norman punishments   

Capital/corporal 

punishment 

The use of these increased under the Normans. More offences became capital offences.  

Brand Make a mark on a criminal by burning their flesh with hot iron. A long term punishment.  

Murdrum fine If a Norman was murdered by an Anglo-Saxon, and the murderer not captured and executed, a large sum of money was paid to the king’s officials by the hundred 

where the body was found.  

c.1100-c.1500 Law enforcement in the later middle ages  

Parish constables An unpaid position held for a year to police the local community.  

Night watch Volunteers patrolled the streets.  

Henry II Centralised/organised the legal system. Changes known as the Assize of Clarendon (travelling royal judges and prisons for those awaiting trial). 

Assize judges Royal judges who travelled around the country hearing serious cases.  
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Quarter sessions Courts, held four times each year, used to hear serious cases.  

Justices of the Peace  Local lords who were chosen by the King to keep the peace and judge minor crimes in small courts.  

The Statute of Labourers After the Black Death, the law introduced a maximum wage for workers and made it a crime to ask for more.  

Punishment c.1100-c.1500  

High treason Plotting to kill or betray the king. The most serious crime against authority.  

c.1000-c1500 The Church 

Benefit of clergy Church courts tried members of the clergy (Archbishops, bishops, priests, monks and other churchmen).  

The neck verse Church courts were seen as more lenient. If you could read a verse from the Bible you could claim benefit of clergy.  

Moral crimes Unacceptable behaviour in society: for example having sex outside marriage. Dealt with by Church courts.  

Sanctuary A safe, hiding place. Some churches offered people accused of crimes protection from the law. Had to leave the country in 40 days or would be outlawed.   

Trial by ordeal If a local jury could not reach a verdict, the Church would decide. These included hot iron, hot water or cold water. Trial by consecrated bread (for priests only, if they choked they were 

guilty). Stopped in 1215.  

2. C.1500 – c.1700: Early modern England 

Social change 

Population growth This meant that towns grew and street criminals/petty theft increased. 

Economic change Bad harvests caused rises in food prices. Less trade led to unemployment for many.  

Printing After printing was invented, more pamphlets started to appear. A favourite topic was crime.  

English Civil Wars, 1642 War led to economic and political chaos which created a climate of fear.  

Political change Parliament fought and beat the king. Charles I was executed. Many felt that their ‘world had been turned upside down’. This created a feeling of insecurity and fear 

that lasted decades.   

Religious change Changes in beliefs and change of religion of the monarch led to heresy and high treason.  

Monasteries Communities of monks. Closed down by Henry VIII.  

Landowners’ attitudes Landowners wanted to protect their land and property. Increasingly landowners regarded the poor with suspicion. They felt threatened by their growing numbers.  

Enclosed Fenced off for the exclusive use of the landowner.  

Poor relief Financial assistance for the poorest members of society.  

Enlightenment Philosophical movement of the 17th/18th centuries that focused on the use of reason to question ideas that were previously accepted.  

Crime in early modern England  

Heresy Holding a set of beliefs different to those of the monarch and church.  

Treason Anyone who challenged the ruler’s authority.  

Vagabondage The crime of being a wandering beggar. Also known as vagrancy.  

The Poor Law Act of 

1601 

Between 1531 and 1598 a series of laws were introduced to deter others from committing the crime. A clear distinction was made between the ‘deserving’ and 
‘undeserving’ poor.   

1671 Game Act Landowners began to fence off land for their exclusive use. This law banned hunting on enclosed land.  

Import duties c1500-

1700 

Taxes payable on goods imported into the country led to smuggling (e.g. luxury products like tea).   

Puritan Victory in the English Civil War meant that this group of Protestants introduced a number of ‘moral’ laws.  
Robert Catesby The leader of the Gunpowder Plot.  

1605 The Gunpowder 

Plot 

A failed plot to destroy the Houses of Parliament led to the conspirators being hanged, drawn and quartered. The authorities were determined to make the 

punishment a deterrent to others.   

1542 Witchcraft Act Henry VIII made witchcraft a capital crime.  
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1645-1647 

Witch-hunts 

The Civil War, Matthew Hopkins, religious upheavals, the printing press (and spread of pamphlets) and changes to the law led to a rise in accusations of witchcraft.  

Superstition Belief based on old ideas about magic rather than reason or science.  

Demonologie James I was an enthusiastic witch hunter and shared his ideas through a book, published in 1597.  

Decriminalise Make an activity legal, or no longer a crime.  

C1500-c1700 Law enforcement 

Town constables and 

the night watch 

Their role increased as towns grew. Night watchman was still voluntary and overseen by the constable.  

Town constables: Expected to turn serious criminals to the court and could round up vagrants.  

Thief takers Professionals were paid a reward for catching a criminal.  

C1500-c1700 Punishments 

Early prisons Still only a holding area before a trial. Unpaid wardens and dangerous conditions as all housed together.  

House of correction In 1556, Bridewell prison introduced prison as a punishment. All inmates had to do ‘hard labour’. This was an attempt to rehabilitate vagrants.   

Hard labour Inmates were made to break up rocks for example to pay for their keep, and to encourage habits of hard work.  

The Bloody Code In 1688 changes to the law greatly increased the number of crimes carrying the death penalty. Even minor crimes were punishable by death. The system was 

ineffective as many criminals stole out of desperation.  

Capital crime A crime that is punished with the death penalty.  

Transportation to 

North America 

Being sent away from England to serve a punishment in a colony abroad. This allowed for the possibility of rehabilitation (helping someone return to normal life 

and society after they have committed a crime).  

Colonies Bew settlements in foreign lands.  

 

3. c.1700 – c.1900: Eighteenth and nineteenth century (the Industrial Revolution) 

Social change 

Industrialisation The development of industries in a country.  

Urbanisation The process of the population moving from the countryside to towns.  

Crimes against the person and property 

Smuggling More goods were taxed – including cloth, wine and spirits – and this led to more gang activity (e.g. The Hawkhurst Gang). This was still seen as a social crime.  

Highway robbery Threatening or attacking travellers and forcing them to hand over their valuable possessions.  

The 1723 Black Act A rise in poaching gangs led to this law making poaching a capital offence. 

1736 Witchcraft Act This decriminalised witchcraft. People no longer believed in witches and saw them as confidence tricksters.  

The Tolpuddle martyrs The authorities banned trade unions after the French Revolution. Six men were transported to Australia. Seen as martyrs (unfairly suffering) they were later 

pardoned by the government.    

Trade union An organisation of workers set up to defend their interests and improve their working conditions.  

Law enforcement 

Parish 

constables/watch men 

In the early 18th century, the law used previous methods with part-time soldiers dealing with rebellions or riots. Some towns had paid constables and watchmen.  

Bow Street Runners, 

1748 

The Fielding brothers established a crime-fighting team, established in London. Deterred criminals, organised patrols and shared information. Led to further 

detective offices.  

1829 Metropolitan 

Police Act 

Began Britain’s first professional police force in London.   
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1856 Police Act This law made professional police forces compulsory across the whole country.  

Criminal Investigations 

Department (CID) 

In 1842 a regular detective branch was established at Scotland Yard (London) with 16 officers. Wore ‘plain clothes’ and investigated crimes. Set up in 1878.  

Robert Peel (police 

force) 

As Home Secretary, he was responsible for the Metropolitan Police Act 1829. The new officers faced a hostile attitude from the public and the press. Peel 

responded by issuing clear guidelines.  

Changing views on the purpose of punishment 

Bloody Code by 1810 222 crimes carried the death penalty.  

Transportation to 

Australia 

An alternative to the death penalty. American colonies lost after the American War of Independence. Prisons were still not designed to hold large numbers of 

criminals and colonisation was an advantage.  

Public executions Reformers argued that these were inhumane (cruel, without compassion) and were stopped in 1868.  

Prison reform Common views about the purpose of prison were to rehabilitate, punish and repay society. John Howard and Elizabeth Fry argued that the main purpose should be 

rehabilitation.   

Elizabeth Fry, born in 

1780 

Organised prison education for women and children at Newgate. Taught sewing and led Bible classes. Set up an association for improving prison conditions. 

Campaigned for wider reform.  

John Howard, born in 

1726 

In 1774 campaigned to ensure prisoners who finished their sentence would be released. Argued for a reasonable standard of living and recommended Christian 

teaching, private cells and a wage for gaolers.  

The state of Prisons in 

England and Wales 

John Howard wrote a book to provide detailed evidence for other prison reformers.  

Robert Peel (prisons) Argued for a system aimed at preventing crimes and reforming criminals, rather than focusing on punishments as a deterrent. Accepted many of Fry’s suggestions, 
skilful in seeing through new laws and became Prime Minister. He passed the 1823 Gaols Act. 

1823 Gaols Act The aim was to have consistent punishment and improve conditions. Introduced inspections at prisons. Prisons should have regular visits from chaplains, gaolers 

should be paid, female warders and prisoners were not to be held in chains.  

The separate system Pentonville Prison was built in 1842 to try out the ‘model’ prison. Prisoners were kept apart as much as possible.  Reformers like Elizabeth Fry were concerned 

about the purpose and design of this system.  

Psychosis A confused state where sufferers have hallucinations and delusions – seeing and imagining things.   

The silent system The 1865 Act led to prisoners becoming even harsher. Prisoners would get hard labour, hard fare and hard board. All prisons to follow national rules.  

 

4. c.1900 – present: Modern Britain 

‘Old’ crimes in modern Britain 

Terrorism The use of violence, fear and intimidation to publicise a political cause. E.g. the IRA, Al-Qaeda or Isis. This is not a new crime. In the 17th century the Gunpowder 

plotters attempted to blow up parliament.   

People-trafficking This involves people from poorer countries being brought to the UK and being forced to work for very low wages, or no wages at all. This is not a new crime. In the 

1830s poor girls were sold into prostitution.  

Cybercrime Any crime carried out using the internet and other digital technologies. E.g fraud, copyright theft and extortion. Many of these crimes were carried out using 

different means.  

‘New’ crimes in modern Britain 

Hate crime A crime motivated by prejudice against the victim’s race, gender, disability or sexual orientation. The 2005 Criminal Justice Act raised severity of ‘hate crimes’.  
Race crime Britain became more ‘multicultural’ when many people from the Commonwealth countries moved to Britain looking for work in the 1950s. The 1968 Race Relations 

Act gave legal rights to ethnic groups.   
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Domestic violence Violent or aggressive behaviour within the home. Due to campaigns for equal rights for women, laws were passed to introduce greater equality. For example the 

1967 Sexual Offences Act. 

Abortion The 1967 Abortion Act legalised abortion if the child was going to have serious disabilities or the mother was at risk. This change in the law was caused by growing 

liberalisation of attitudes in the 1960s.  

Attitudes to social crimes 

Driving offences Government advertising campaigns since the 1970s have made drink-driving and speeding less acceptable to the general public.  

Drug-taking The legalisation of some classes of drugs is a controversial issue in society.  

Law enforcement in modern Britain 

 Science and 

technology 

Policing has developed due to the introduction of finger print technology, taking blood samples, advanced microscopes, use of police cars, two-way radios, a Police 

National Computer and National DNA Database.  

Specialisation of police 

roles 

Police forces have developed many specialist departments and units to tackle different aspects of their work. For example the Fraud Squad, Specialist drug-trade 

units, do handing units and special branch.   

Neighbourhood Watch A local committee of people who raise awareness about crime and encourage neighbours to keep an eye on each others’ property.  
Police Community 

Support Officer (PCSO) 

Work with police officers and have some, but not all, of their responsibilities. The focus is on crime prevention and stopping anti-social behaviour.  

Punishment in modern Britain 

Abolition of the death 

penalty 

Changing attitudes in society led to the death penalty being abolished. The 1965 Murder Act abolished the death penalty for most crimes.  

The Derek Bentley 

case, 1953. 

During the 1950s a number of controversial executions meant the public became increasingly critical of capital punishment. Bentley and Craig were convicted of 

the murder of PC Sidney Miles. Only Bentley was executed.  

Probation officers Alternatives to prisons used after 1907. These were employed to check on offenders living outside prison.  

Prisoner welfare In 1922 the separate system of prisoners was ended. New initiatives to improve conditions and educational opportunities introduced.  

Open prisons Prisoners are allowed out on day release to work and prepare for reintegration into society. This type of prison offered a more relaxed regime.  

New Hall, in Wakefield The first Open Prison opened in 1933.  

Borstals Young offenders are kept in separate facilities to older criminals. In 1982, replaced with youth custody centres. The focus is on rehabilitation and secondly a 

deterrent.  

Anti-Social Behaviour 

Order (ASBO) 

A 21st century alternative to prison. A court order that places restrictions on what a person can do. Other alternatives include electronic tagging and restorative 

justice.  

Conscription Compulsory service in the armed forces introduced in 1916.  

Conscientious 

objectors 

Many men refused to fight because their religious or political beliefs did not allow it (absolutists or alternativists). Punished harshly by tribunals. However, 

punished less severely by the authorities during the Second World War due to fighting against Nazism. The public and some employers were still hostile.   
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Whitechapel, c.1870-c.1900 

Key terms and definitions 

Policing the country 

Manpower Police work was weakened by insufficient numbers.  

The Central Criminal 

Court in London 

Many people arrested in Whitechapel found themselves tried here. Known as the ‘Old Bailey’.  

Memoir An individual’s account of his or her life. It may be based on diaries and other records, or on memory.  
The Illustrated Police 

News 

A sensationalist ‘penny dreadful’ (cheap) newspaper that was anti-police.  

The Police Review A police newspaper that aimed to challenge negative views of the police.  

Commissioner Sir 

Charles Warren 

Became the Metropolitan Police Commissioner in 1886. He increased military drill and tightened up the rules for recruitment. Sacked after failing to catch 

the Ripper.  

Bloody Sunday Commissioner Warren called in the army to control protestors in Trafalgar Square. Warren was criticised for appearing to enjoy the action.  

Home Secretary Minister responsible for the internal affairs of England, including police and prisons.  

Police organisation in Whitechapel 

Policing system The Metropolitan Police force was split into 20 divisions.  

H Division The Metropolitan Police Force was divided up into divisions. Whitechapel was under the jurisdiction of H Division.  The division was run by a 

superintendent and a chief inspector, with the support of inspectors and sergeants.  

Chief inspector The person in charge of a division or in charge of the CID.  

The Beat Constable Wore a uniform to stand out, carried a truncheon, oil-fired lantern etc. Patrolled a specific beat. The lowest rank of police officer.  

Attitudes to the police Varied widely. Working-class attitudes were negative and felt they worked for the middle/upper class. 

Residuum A word meaning the lowest possible class of person – literally the ‘dregs’ of humanity.  
Prostitute A person who offers sexual activity in return for payment.  

Brothel A house where one or more prostitutes work.  

Gin palace Extravagant, richly decorated gas-lit shop selling gin across a counter. Gin was strong and cheap.  

Opium den A place where the drug opium was sold and smoked.  

A protection racket Gangs demanded protection money from small business owners. Anyone who refused to pay would have their shop or market smashed to pieces.  

Bessarabian Tigers, 

& the Odessians. 

Two examples of gangs made up of immigrants from Eastern Europe. Some of the violence in Whitechapel was stirred up by gangs. H 

Division made no attempt to shut down gang activity in some areas of Whitechapel.  

Lunatics In Victorian times this term was used to describe people with serious psychological disorders.  

Investigating crime in Whitechapel 

The Jack the Ripper 

murders 

In 1888, five women were murdered in and around Whitechapel.  

The Criminal 

Investigation 

Department (CID) 

A detective force set up in 1877 with the aim of observing and gathering information. 
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The media 300 letters and postcards was sent to the CID or to the newspapers, byt men claiming to be the murderer. The media criticised police 

methods.   

Police force rivalry The City of London and Metropolitan police forces competed to capture the Ripper.  

Police investigative 

techniques 

These included autopsy, photography, sketches, house-to-house searches and interviews. The police began to experiment using 

bloodhounds.  

Post mortem A detailed examination of a person’s body to try and discover the cause of death.  

The Vigilance 

Committee 

A group of Whitechapel businessmen and traders set this up because they were annoyed by the failure of the police to offer a reward to 

residents for information leading to the killer’s arrest. They took to the streets at night.  
The Bertillon System A system of taking measurements and photographs of suspects and keeping these records centrally so they could be shared.  

The Houses of the 

Working Classes Act 1890 
Opened the way for the new London County Council to begin housing development schemes to replace slums with mass low-cost housing.  

Living in Whitechapel 

Whitechapel In the East End of London, one of the capital’s poorest districts, with gangs ruling its streets. Out of a population of 30,000, perhaps 1,000 were homeless.  

Sanitation Conditions associated with public health, such as running water and sewerage systems. These were poor in Whitechapel.  

Rookeries A slum area in Whitechapel. These were extremely overcrowded with poor sanitation. Houses were divided into separate apartments.   

Lodging houses or 

‘doss houses’ 
Temporary accommodation, where lodgers paid a nightly fee. Some lodging houses had three eight-hour sleeping shifts a day.  

Slum clearance A process begun in the late 1800s, and not completed until after the Second World War, which saw destruction of unhealthy or dangerous housing.  

George Peabody A wealthy American who paid to improve housing. Built a “model dwelling/Peadbody” estate, where tenants were charged reasonable rents.  

The Peabody Estate By 1881, 287 flats had been built. Each block of flats were separate from the other and surrounded by a yard, in order to improve ventilation.  

Working in Whitechapel 

Sweated trades Trades like tailoring, shoe-making and making matches. Paid for each finished item. 

Sweatshops A place of work that was small, cramped and dusty, with little natural light. Hours were long (some worked 20 hours a day and slept on-site) and wages 

were low. 

Workhouses/casual 

ward 

A last resort for the homeless. They offered a bed and food in return for hard labour. Conditions were deliberately worse than a worker could provide for 

his family. Inmates did tough manual labour and wore a uniform. Families were split up. Vagrants were held separately, as they were seen as bad 

influence.    

South Grove The location of the Whitechapel Workhouse, just off Mile End Road.  

Picking oakum Picking apart the fibres of old rope.  

Poor relief The system of giving benefits to the poor. Workhouses were the way this was done.  

Dr Thomas Bernardo Established schools and orphanages for orphans. By the time he died, in 1905, there were nearly 100 Bernardo’s homes nationally, caring for an average 

of 85 children each.  

Tensions in Whitechapel (immigration, socialism, anarchism and anti-Semitism) 

Irish immigrants The Irish population expanded rapidly in the East End from the 1840s. Many settled and made their living as ‘navigators’ or ‘navvies’.  

Fenians An Irish religious terrorist group that wanted freedom from rule by the UK.  
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Dynamite Saturday On a single day, 24 January 1885, the Fenians launched attacks on a number of central London landmarks, eg the House of Commons.  

Eastern European 

Jewish immigrants 

Jews fled pogroms (a government attack on Jews) in Russia and fled to Whitechapel. Immigrants spoke little English and many worked in sweatshops.  

Jewish population in 

Whitechapel 

Often the target of stereotyping and beatings. Often resented for businesses success, religious/cultural differences and running tailoring businesses on 

the sweatshop model.  

Yiddish A language used by Jews in central and eastern Europe.  

Sensationalist 

Newspapers and 

satirical journals 

The East London Observer and Pall Mall Gazette exaggerated events and wrote anti-Jewish articles. This led to harassment and street violence against 

Jews.  

Anti-Semitic Prejudiced against Jews. Beatings of Jews became common. Jews were blamed for the Ripper murders.   

Stereotyping Assuming all members of a group are alike – for example, looking similar, or having similar views.  

Socialism Someone who believes that poor people would get a better deal if the government took over important business and ran them for the good of the poor. 

Social Democratic 

Federation 

The first socialist party in Britain, founded in 1881 to help the rights of workers and women. The SDF was anti-Capitalist.   

Capitalist Someone who believes individuals should be free to own property and businesses and make a profit. 

Anarchists A political movement that opposes all forms of government.  
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