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Knowledge is power.  

Information is 

liberating. 

Education is the 

premise of progress, in 

every society, in every 

family. 

 

Kofi Annan 
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How do I use the Knowledge Organiser booklet for independent home learning? 

Every day you should be studying from your Knowledge Organiser (KO) booklet for home learning, as a minimum expectation. 

The timetable on page 4 in this KO booklet tells you which subjects you should be studying and on which days. It doesn’t matter if you don’t 
have that subject on that day, you just follow the timetable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 

Key instructions: 

 Produce your home learning in your knowledge organiser exercise book. 

 Start a new page for each subject. 

 Bring your knowledge organiser booklet and exercise book to school with you every day. 

 Your parents/carers should sign completed home learning every evening at the top of each page in your knowledge organiser 

exercise book. 

 Your knowledge organiser exercise book will be checked regularly in form time and in lessons. 

 Failure to complete knowledge organiser home learning will result in an after-school detention, where the missed home learning 

will be caught up. 

 You will be regularly quizzed in lessons on knowledge from your knowledge organisers, to support the retention of this key 

information. 

Method 1 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 

minutes 

 Cover the knowledge organiser up 

 Write down as much as you can remember in 

black/blue pen 

 Add all that you couldn’t remember or any 
corrections in green pen. 

Method 2 

 Read the knowledge organiser for about 5 

minutes 

 Use/write exam style questions 

 Answer the questions in black/blue pen 

 Correct/improve your answers in green pen 

 

How does Knowledge Organiser home learning work? 

The knowledge organiser for each subject contains the foundation knowledge 

that is required for that topic for that specific part of the year. Your aim is to 

make sure that by the end of the topic you are able to retain all of the 

knowledge from each subject knowledge organiser. 

For each subject you should follow one of the two methods, and you should do 

one page of knowledge organiser home learning per subject. You are self-

quizzing and self-assessing your knowledge against that in the KO booklet for 

each subject. You are not just taking notes or copying out.  
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Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 

 

Week 1 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 5 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday English Maths   Monday English Maths  

Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Wednesday LfL Option 1   Wednesday LfL Option 1  

Thursday Option 2 Option 3   Thursday Option 2 Option 3  

Friday English Maths   Friday English Maths  

         

Week 2 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 6 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Tuesday LfL Option 1   Tuesday LfL Option 1  

Wednesday Option 2 Option 3   Wednesday Option 2 Option 3  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday English Maths  

Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

         

Week 3 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 7 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LfL Option 1   Monday LfL Option 1  

Tuesday Option 2 Option 3   Tuesday Option 2 Option 3  

Wednesday English Maths   Wednesday English Maths  

Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Friday LfL Option 1   Friday LfL Option 1  

         

Week 4 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 8 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Option 2 Option 3   Monday Option 2 Option 3  

Tuesday English Maths   Tuesday English Maths  

Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Thursday LfL Option 1   Thursday LfL Option 1  

Friday Option 2 Option 3   Friday Option 2 Option 3  

 

You are expected to study the subjects shown on your timetable each day. 

Each day complete one page of your knowledge organiser exercise book to evidence your home learning 
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Week 9 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 13 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday English Maths   Monday English Maths  

Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Tuesday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Wednesday LfL Option 1   Wednesday LfL Option 1  

Thursday Option 2 Option 3   Thursday Option 2 Option 3  

Friday English Maths   Friday English Maths  

         

Week 10 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 14 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Monday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Tuesday LfL Option 1   Tuesday LfL Option 1  

Wednesday Option 2 Option 3   Wednesday Option 2 Option 3  

Thursday English Maths   Thursday English Maths  

Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Friday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

         

Week 11 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature  Week 15 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature 

Monday LfL Option 1   Monday LfL Option 1  

Tuesday Option 2 Option 3   Tuesday Option 2 Option 3  

Wednesday English Maths   Wednesday English Maths  

Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci   Thursday Science ICT or Comp Sci  

Friday LfL Option 1   Friday LfL Option 1  

         

Week 12 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signature      

Monday Option 2 Option 3       

Tuesday English Maths       

Wednesday Science ICT or Comp Sci       

Thursday LfL Option 1       

Friday Option 2 Option 3       
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Reading Log 
Use this reading log to record the books that you read and how long you have spent reading them during this term 

 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Books read (title and author Time 

spent 

reading 

Signature 

1 
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Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Devised Drama  frequently called collective creation - is a method of 

theatre-making in which the script or  performance 

score originates from collaborative, often 

improvisatory work by a performing ensemble 

Stimulus / 

Stimuli 

In a drama, stimuli are resources that are used to establish the 

context, focus and purpose of the dramatic topic being presented. 

Materials used as stimuli can be visual or aural in nature and can 

represent various genres and forms of either Western theatre or 

theatre traditions from other cultures. 

Konstantin 

Stanislavski 

It’s very easy to over-simplify the method of 

Konstantin Stanislavski, one of the greatest and 

most influential of modern theatre practitioners. 

The main thing to remember is that he takes the 

approach that the actors should really inhabit the 

role that they are playing. So the actor shouldn’t 
only know what lines he needs to say and the 

motivation for those lines, but also every detail of 

that character’s life offstage as well as onstage. In 
this way we can establish Stanislavski as a director 

and practitioner whose productions are naturalistic. 

Units and 

Objectives  

An objective is the reason for our actions. What are we trying to 

achieve? Life, people and circumstances constantly put up barriers in 

our way. Each of these barriers presents us with the objective of 

getting through them. You shouldn't try to express the meaning of 

your objective in terms of a noun, always use a verb, eg 'I wish to...' 

The super-objective is an over-reaching objective, probably linked to 

the overall outcome in the play. We use the word super-objective to 

characterise the essential idea, the core, which provided the impetus 

for the writing of the play. A character’s objectives are likely to be 
stages in the journey towards the super-objective. If that journey is 

perceived as a clear path to the super objective, then you have your 

through line. 

 

Naturalism Naturalism is a movement in European drama and 

theatre that developed in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries. It refers to theatre that attempts to 

create an illusion of reality through a range of 

dramatic and theatrical strategies. 

Given 

Circumstances 

The given circumstances are the information about the character 

that you start off with and the play as a whole. How old is the 

character? What’s their situation in the play and in relation to the 
other characters? Are there any notes provided about the play and 

its characters? Such notes and stage directions may not tell you 

everything you need to build a character but they are the starting 

point from which you’ll work to examine the other questions 

Truth Stanislavski stated that truth on stage was different 

from truth in real life. This was an important factor 

in acting, especially so in realism where the aim of 

the actor was to create the appearance of reality or 

'truth' on stage. 

Improvisation  Improvisation is a crucial part of the rehearsal process and Stanislavski 

wanted the actor to reach far into themselves in creating the role. 

If all the actors in a production took their emotions into the inner circle 

of attention, it’s easy to see that a production could lose cohesion. It’s 
the director’s job to keep that cohesion, at the same time as drawing 
out as much truth in performance as possible from each performer. 
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 Emotion Memory Is when an actor draws on their experiences in their 

memory of how they might move when in a 

particular situation? 

Magic If Stanislavski said that the character should answer the question, 'What 

would I do if I was in this situation?' Also known as the ‘magic if’, this 
technique means that the actor puts themselves into the character’s 
situation. This then stimulates the motivation to enable the actor to 

play the role. 

Subtext The script of a play could be called the text. The 

subtext is the actual meaning and motivation behind 

the lines that are spoken and the actions taken. For 

example, the heroine might say to the hero, “I love 
you” and we might assume that it is the happy 
ending fairy tale moment. But the delivery would be 

very different if she was worried that he was about 

to walk out on her. 

Tempo 

rhythm 

Stanislavski felt that an inner and an outer tempo and rhythm were 

vital if you were to enact movements truthfully and link them to the 

expression of emotions and feelings. He linked tempo to the speed of 

an action or feeling and the rhythm to the intensity or depth of the 

experience. 
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Choreographic Processes 

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreography The creation of dance, making a dance 

 

Choreographic 

Processes 

How a choreography is developed and created 

Stimulus The idea, theme, starting point of a 

choreography 

Research The process of finding out and gathering information 

relating to the stimulus 

 

Improvisation The process of generating dance 

actions, phrases and ideas 

 

Collaboration A process that can happen during improvisation – 

choreographer will work with the dancers to generate 

ideas 

Select and 

discard 

The sorting process – keeping what is 

effective and taking out what is not 

until you have motif phrases that 

effectively show intention 

Motif An action or phrase that is generated during 

improvisation and selection. A motif will repeat and 

develop numerous times in a choreography 

Development The process of using choreographic 

devices to repeat motifs in interesting 

ways 

 

Choreographic 

devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to develop them so 

that the motif maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Structuring The process of deciding the order, 

sections and arrangement of the 

choreography 

Transition Moments that link one section of the dance to another 

to make it complete 

 

Refine The process of polishing the 

choreography so that it is as effective 

as possible, this will involve making 

small adjustments and changes 

Rehearsal The process of preparing the choreography for performance. 

This should not involve making changes, but should focus on 

ensuring all dancers know every detail. Rehearsal cycle and 

rehearsal skills should be used in this phase 
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Dance Structures   

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Structure and 

Form 

The organisation of a choreography, 

the order, sections, and arrangement 

of motif phrases  

 

Binary A dance with two parts / sections (AB) 

 

Ternary A dance with three parts / sections 

where the first part is developed (ABA) 

 

 

Rondo A dance with a verse / chorus structure the verses are 

different and the choruses are developed (ABACADA) 

Theme and 

Variation 

A dance with one main motif phrase 

that continually repeats and develops 

(A1A2A3A4) 

 

Narrative A structure that tells a story progressing through from 

beginning to middle to end 

 

Episodic A structure that contains a series of 

scenes (episodes) that are linked by a 

theme or idea 

 

Logical Sequence Often found in narrative choreography this is the 

natural order and flow of dance sections to create a 

choreography that makes sense 

 

Choreographic Devices – ACTION  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Repetition Doing the motif again in the exact same way 

 

Fragmentation Breaking the motif into single actions 

(fragments) and putting it back 

together in a new order 

Opposition Switching the side of the body the actions are danced on 

for e.g. starting the motif with the left arm if it originally 

began on the right. When combined with facing can 

create MIRRORING 
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Retrograde Performing the motif phrase 

backwards (like it is being rewound) 

 

Reversal Performing the motif phrase in the reverse order 

 

 

 

Highlight Making one element, feature or part of 

the choreography stand out on 

purpose 

 

Climax A dramatic moment in a choreography, similar to 

highlight but usually at the end of a section or the end 

of the dance 

 

Different body 

part 

Developing the motif so that it uses a 

different body part for example 

performing an arm gesture with a leg 

instead  

 

Turn into gesture Making all of the actions in a motif become purely 

gestural 

 

Choreographic Devices – DYNAMICS 

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Speed Changing how sudden or sustained the action is – how 

long it takes to perform 

Energy Changing how heavy or light the action 

is – the amount of effort in the action 

 

Continuity Changing how legato or staccato the action is – making 

the actions flow more or less 
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Choreographic Devices – SPACE  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs to 

develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Personal space / 

general space 

Changing the amount of space the motif uses by keeping 

it on the spot or making it travel 

Direct pathway 

/ Flexible 

pathway 

Changing how a motif travels by using 

straight lines or curving arcs  

 

 

Levels Changing the level the motif is performed on – low, 

middle, high 

 

Size of action Changing the amount of space a motif 

uses 

Formation Changing the placement, pattern or arrangement of the 

dancers  

 

 

Spatial 

proximity 

 

Changing how close together or far 

apart dancers are placed 

 

 

Facings Changing the position of the dancer in relation to the 

front  

 

Direction Changing the way the motif travels in 

relation to the front 

 

Placement on 

stage 

Changing where in the space a motif is performed (CS, 

DS, US, SL, SR, DSL, USL, DSR, USR, CSL, CSR) 
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Choreographic Devices – RELATIONSHIPS  

Key term Definition Key term Definition 

Choreographic 

Devices 

The tools that are applied to motifs 

to develop them so that the motif 

maintains interest – they are action, 

dynamics, space and relationships 

Unison All dancers perform the motif at the same time 

 

Simple canon One dancer performs the motif, 

stops, then next dancer performs the 

same motif 

Overlapping 

canon 

One dancer performs a motif, the next dancer performs 

the same motif starting before the first dancer has 

finished – like a Mexican Wave 

Simultaneous 

canon 

Each dancer performs the same motif 

phrase but starts it at a different 

point. For example if a phrase has 8 

actions in it one dancer might start 

on action 1 and end on action 8 but 

another might start on action 5 and 

end on action 4 

Accumulative 

canon 

One dancer begins the motif phrase. Other dancers are 

‘picked up’ into the phrase as it is being danced. For 
example dancer 1 starts on action 1, dancer 2 picks up 

on action 2 etc. 

 

De-accumulative 

canon 

The opposite of accumulation – 

dancers ‘drop off’ the phrase one at a 
time 

Contact Developing the motif to include touch, lifts, balances 

and partner work 

 

Manipulation Developing the motif to include one 

dancer affecting other dancer 

WITHOUT touching them. One dancer 

controls the actions of another 

Question and 

answer 

One dancer performs a motif movement or phrase 

whilst her partner is still. The partner then responds 

with their own motif movement or phrase in reply that 

is DIFFERENT, whilst the first dancer is still 

 

Complementary Developing the motif to include 

moments that are similar but not 

identical 

Contrasting The opposite to complementary, developing the motif 

to include moments that are different 

 

Number of dancers Developing the motif to include more 

or less dancers in solos, duets, trios, 

quartets and ensembles 
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Enquiry: How popular was the Weimar Republic by 1929? 

The First World War Fighting lasted four years, from 1914 to 1918. The cost of the war meant that the German government’s debts trebled 
from 50 billion marks to 150 billion marks.   

The German revolution, 1918-

19 

Kaiser Wilhelm’s government lost control of the country to strikers and rioters. In many towns, workers and soldiers set 
up their own, unofficial councils.   

Kaiser Wilhelm  The last German Emperor. Reigned from 15 June 1888 to 9 November 1918.  

Abdication A leader, like a king, queen or emperor, giving up their throne or position. The Kaiser abdicated on 9 November.  

Republic A country where power is held by the people and those elected rather than a monarch (king).  

Constitution The rules which set out how a country is run. 

The armistice The formal agreement between Germany and the Allies to end the First World War (a truce). On 11 November, Ebert’s 
representative, Matthias Erzberger, signed the armistice.  

The Weimar Republic The name for the new democratic government in Germany. Due to violence in Berlin, the National Assembly met in the 

more peaceful town of Weimar, about 250 km away.  

The Government The Chancellor (head of government) and the Cabinet (important ministers).  

The Parliament Made up of two houses: the Reichstag and the Reichsrat. Normally all laws had to pass through both houses.  

Democratic Article 1 of the constitution confirmed that Germany was to be ruled by the people.  

Proportional representation Every party was allocated one representative for each 60,000 votes in its favour.  

Coalition government Often, no single party had a clear majority. Coalition partners had to agree, often resulting in a lack of clear, strong 

policies. They frequently argued and fell apart.  

Article 48 The constitution was weak in a crisis/emergency. The solution was that Article 48 of the constitution allowed the 

chancellor to ask the president to pass a necessary law by decree (without the support of the Reichstag). Commonly used 

by around 1930.  

The Treaty of Versailles, 1919 A peace treaty. Once the armistice was signed, the Allied leaders (The USA, Great Britain and France) decided the terms 

of the peace.  

Diktat Dictated/forced peace. 

War guilt Article 231 of the treaty stated that Germany had caused, and were therefore to blame, for the war.  

Reparations Compensation. Germany had to pay reparations to the Allies. In 1921, these were decided at 136,000 million marks (£6.6 

billion).  

Dolchstoss – the stab in the 

back 

The stab in the back. Many Germans did not believe their army had been defeated in the war. Critics of the treaty said 

the army was betrayed by politicians – that they had been ‘stabbed in the back’. 
The ‘November Criminals’ The treaty was so harsh that people hated the leaders of the new German republic who signed it. They became known as 

the ‘November Criminals’ because they surrendered in November 1918.  
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Extreme right-wing Political parties such as the NSDAP (Nazi Party) who opposed the Weimar Republic. 

Extreme left-wing Political parties such as the KPD (Communist Party) who opposed the Weimar Republic and was supported by workers.  

Moderate parties Non-extreme parties such as the SPD (Social Democrats) and ZP (Centre Party).  

The Spartacist Revolt A left-wing uprising by the Spartacist League, who supported the Communist Party. It was funded by the Soviet Union 

(Russia). They named themselves after the head of a slaves’ revolt in Ancient Rome – Spartacus. Led by Rosa Luxemburg 

and Karl Liebknecht.  

The Freikorps The regular armed forces (the Reichswehr) could not stop the revolt.  Demobilised (unemployed) soldiers were organised 

into units (called Free Corps). Estimated at 250,000 men by March 1919.  

The Kapp Putsch A right-wing uprising. By 1920, Ebert’s government were struggling to control the Freikorps. Fearing unemployment, the 

Freikorp turned their arms against the republic. Five thousand armed men marched on Berlin and set up a new 

government that invited the Kaiser back.   

Wolfgang Kapp A nationalist politician who led the Kapp Putsch.  

The Ruhr coalfields In December 1922, Germany failed to send coat to France from the Ruhr (an area of Germany) coalfields, as they were 

supposed to do under the reparations agreement. In retaliation the French sent troops to confiscate raw materials, 

manufactured goods and industrial machinery.   

Passive resistance The German government urged workers to go on strike and there was even some sabotage.  

Inflation People had to pay more money to buy what they needed.  

Hyperinflation Extreme inflation caused by the government printing more money despite less income.  

Gustav Stresemann In August 1923, President Ebert appointed Gustav Stresemann as his new chancellor and foreign secretary. He resigned 

the chancellorship in November 1923, but remained as foreign secretary until 1929.  

Rentenmark In November 1923, Stresemann set up a new currency. The supply of these notes was limited. The currency had real 

value.   

The Dawes Plan, 1924 The Allies wanted to resolve Germany’s non-payment of reparations. A plan was agreed that reparations were 

temporarily reduced to £50 million per year and US banks agreed to give loans to German industry.  

The Young Plan, 1929 This reduced the total reparations debt from £6.6 billion to £2 billion and Germany was given a further 59 years to pay.   

The Lacarno Pact, 1925 A treaty between Germany, Britain, France, Italy and Belgium. It was agreed by Germany, on equal terms. This increased 

the trust of many Germans in the Weimar Republic.  

The League of Nations A new international body in which powerful countries discussed ways of solving the world’s problems without resorting 
to war. Germany was accepted as a member in September 1926.  

Kellogg-Briand Pact An agreement between 62 nations. Another sign that the Weimar Republic was respected.   

Unemployment The number of people without jobs. In 1926 it was 2 million. In 1928 it was 1.3 million.  
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Work and wages The working week in 1925 was 50 hours. In 1927 it was 46 hours. Wages increased. 

New women Women had more financial, political and social independence. They bought more clothes, smoke and drank more and 

some took advantage of liberal sexual attitudes.  

Bauhaus A design college in Berlin. The Bauhaus style focused on the beauty of technology. 

Otto Dix A German painter who painted scenes that were very critical of German society. 

Fritz Lang A German director who directed a German film called Metropolis.  

Enquiry: Why had Hitler gained power by 1933?  

The German Worker’s Party 
(DAP) 

Founded in Munich in Feb 1919 by Anton Drexler. Hitler joined on 19 Sep 1919. Hitler was attracted by the party’s ideas.  

The Nazi Party (NSDAP) In 1921, Hitler took control of the DAP and reshaped it into the Nazi Party (the National Socialist German Workers’ Party). 
This name was suggested by Hitler and appealed to many.  

The Twenty-Five Point 

Programme 

A document explaining the policies of the DAP. This criticised Weimar politicians, democracy and Jews.  

Propaganda In Jan 1920, Hitler was the head of party propaganda. This is information that influences or controls public attitudes. E.g. 

newspapers, posters, radio and film.  

Nationalism A political view that policies should make the country stronger and more independent.  

Socialism A political view that a country’s land, industries and wealth should be controlled by the government and belong to the 
workers. 

Hitler’s personal appeal Hitler was popular with supporters because of his public speaking skills. He rehearsed, was persuasive, and had publicity 

photos and paintings taken.   

Swastika and straight armed 

salute.  

The NSDAP’s characteristic logo.   

The SA (Sturmabteilung) Stormtroopers. A private group run like a military force (paramilitary). Many were unemployed, ex-soldiers or students. 

They dressed in brown uniforms so also known as ‘Brownshirts’. Paraded to show force and order and used violence 
against other parties.  

Putsch A violent uprising to overthrow existing leaders.  

Landsberg Prison Hitler was found guilty of treason and sentenced to five years in this prison.  

Mein Kampf ‘My struggle’. A bestselling book written by Hitler while he was in prison. Hitler’s view on the German race (which he 
called the Aryan race) very clear.  

Totalitarianism A belief that the government should hold all power and that democracy was a weak system.  

Lebensraum ‘Living space’. Hitler’s idea that Germany needed to invade other countries and expand.  
SS The Schutzstaffel (‘Protection Squad’). Hitler took more control over the SA and set up this new security group who he 
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trusted.  

The Bamberg Conference, 

1926 

The Nazi Party was divided. Hitler called this national meeting to bring it under Hitler’s control. 

The Wall Street Crash In October 1929, share prices fell on the stock exchange in New York, USA. This led to investors losing $4,000 million. 

German banks collapsed and so did German industry.  

Unemployment In September 1929 German unemployment was 1.3 million. In January 1933 it was 6.1 million. Many types of people 

suffered. Factory workers, savers and university graduates. This led to more crime. 

Heinrich Bruning Chancellor from 1930 to 1932, and leader of the Centre Party. He raised taxes on the middle class and reduced benefits 

for the working class. Many Germans were left poorer. He was given the nickname ‘the hunger Chancellor’. 
Article 48 Bruning was unpopular and the Reichstag did not support him. He passed his laws by decree (using Article 48 to pass 

emergency laws with the President).  

The KPD ‘The Communist Party’. Supported by 15% of voters in 1932.  
Electorate People with the right to vote. The Nazis were popular with different sections of society.  

Decrees Laws introduced by the president without the support of the Reichstag.  

President Hindenburg President of Germany from 1925 to 1934.  

Ernst Thalmann Leader of the KPD party.  

Von Schleicher An army general that encouraged ring-wing parties to join together. This new government was known as ‘the Cabinet of 
Barons’.  

Military dictatorship Government by a single military ruler who has complete power.  

Von Papen A wealthy politician who replaced Bruning as Chancellor. Believed he could control Hitler.   
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Key Vocabulary Definition 

Why could the Plains Indians survive on the Plains?  

The Great Plains  Huge natural grassland that once stretched from north to south through the middle of the USA. In the early 1800s this land 

was left for the Indians to live on. 

Plains Indians  Lots of different American Tribes made up the Plains Indians.   

Tribe Groups of people who are linked by social, economic, religious, or blood ties, with a common culture and dialect, typically 

having a recognized leader. 

Nomadic A travelling lifestyle. The Indians followed the buffalo migrations through the summer and autumn. 

Bands  Each tribe was divided into bands, and these could be hundreds of people or 20-30 people. Some bands made their own 

decisions. 

Horses Essential to Plains Indians. Needed to hunt and to travel in search of food. 

Buffalo  A heavily built wild ox with backward-curving horns. Used for food, fuel, clothing, shelter, ornaments, gifts and toys. Deep 

respect was shown for the buffalo. 

Hunting  Process where Plains Indians searched for and killed animals (usually buffalo) for food and resources. 

Warrior societies  Such s the, Where young men proved their bravery and skills in fighting each other. For example the White Horse Riders, the 

Strong Hearts and the Crow Owners. 

Stampedes A dangerous charge of animals  

Rawhide  The skin of the Buffalo that could be used to make items such as Tipis  

Polygamy  Having more than one wife or husband at a time 

Medicine man 

 

A deeply spiritual healer who was used to help the Plains Indians  

Property Land or building that belongs to one particular person  

Wakan Tanka An example of one of the spirits  

Dances  A selection of special ritual dance, e.g. sun dance/ghost dance  

Counting Coup  This is a special type of fighting in which a warrior would attempt to hit or touch (rather than kill) an enemy. It demanded skill 

and bravery and was respected and honoured by the tribe. 

scalps Collected as trophies of their success in battle. 

Frontier Border between two countries. 

Territory A portion of land which belonged or was assigned to a group 

Permanent Indian 

Frontier 

President Jackson promised that the Indians could keep the land west of the Mississippi River. It would be ‘Indian Territory’. 

Trade & Intercourse Act Law to regulate trade and other deals between the US government and the Plains Indians  
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Appropriations Act 29th February 1851. Funded the moving of American Indians onto reservations in Oklahoma.  

Enquiry: Why did Whites migrate and what problems did they face? 

Push factors  Something that would make somebody want to move away from and area 

Pull factors  Something that would attract somebody to and area 

Manifest Destiny The belief that it was God’s will for white people to take possession of the whole of the USA and make it productive and 
civilised. It was also seen as a scientific law. 

Migration The movement of people e.g. from east to west  

Economic depression In 1837 to the mid-1840s many banks collapsed, people lost their savings, businesses failed and thousands lost their jobs. 

These problems gave people good reasons to migrate West. 

Donner Party   A group of 300 migrants who wanted to travel across the Oregon Trail in May 1846.  They took a short cut that led to many 

deaths. 

Hastings Cut-off Wrote a guidebook with a shortcut off the Oregon Trail. He had not taken the route himself. 

Brigham Young The new leader of the Mormons who believed God had called on the Mormons to migrate to Salt Lake Valley, south of the 

Oregon Trail. It was outside US territory at the time. 

Leadership   

Oregon Trail  First travelled on in 1825 by Jedidiah Smith.  This was an established route across the Rocky Mountains that led to the West. It 

was 3,200 km long. 

Mormon Trail  The successful route taken by the Mormons which many travelled after their success.  

Salt Lake City Place where the \Mormons settled. The Mormons worked together to one central plan, under strict leadership. 

Treaty The Plains Indians would end fighting, allow migrants to travel, allow railroad companies to build, allowed the government to 

construct forts/roads. The US government would protect the Indians and pay them an annuity. 

Vigilante A group of ordinary citizens who punish suspected law breakers themselves, rather than relying on the official justice system. 

Subsidy A sum of money paid from US government funds as compensation for what the Plaiins Indians had agreed to 

Genocide The deliberate killing of a large group of people. 

Prospectors Someone who searches for gold. Or other precious metals. 

Bullion Gold or silver in bulk before it has been made into other objects such as coins or jewellery  

US Marshall Someone who searches for gold. Or other precious metals. 

Lynching Where a group of people take the law into their own hands, and execute someone that they suspected of a crime – usually by 

hanging. 

Homesteaders People who had taken up the Homestead act to have  160 acres. It cost just $10 to register/file a claim to a plot of homestead 

land. You had to work and live on the land for five years, build a house and plant crops. ‘Prove up’ with $30.   
Ploughing  To turn the soil reading for planting seed and crops 
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Natural hazards  Issues that happen naturally that made farming difficult e.g floods, droughts and winters on the great plains 

Enquiry: To what extent was there conflict and tension? 

Fort Laramie  Where tribes were organised into a Council.  The aim was that tribes would agree to a treaty, and that there would be safe 

passage and access for migrants across the Plains Indians lands. 

Reservations An area of land ‘reserved’ for the use of American Indians.  This was managed by the federal government 

Militia  A military force raised by the civilian population to help the army in times of emergency 

Courts  Power was taken from tribal chiefs, such as Sitting Bull. The US government set up special councils among the tribes. They 

could be easily threatened or bribed. 

Lawlessness  There were laws. The problem was law enforcement. Many people did not obey the law.  

Highway robbery  The stopping and robbery of a vehicle e.g horse and cart.  
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